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Pending the call, 

Mr. GRAHAM stated that Mr. Curry had 
paired with Mr. McKean for this day. 

Mr. BARKSDALE stated that Mr. Warieur 
had paired with Mr. Haskin. 

Mr. CRAWFORD stated that his colleague, 


he will not be impatient. I stated, also, that ever 
since this Congress had come together, I had ob- 
served a tendency on the part of some of the 
South Americans of such a character that I be- 
lieved they never could affiliate with the Repub- | 
licans. I do not know but that the gentleman 
may be in that category. I hopethatheis. His || Mr. Jones, had paired with Mr. Irvine. 
disclaimer shows that he is. || Mr. KEITT stated thathis qgplleague, Mr. Asn- 

Mr. HATTON. I have made no disclaimer; || Mone, was tempogrily absent, and Mr. Morris, 
but [ will now make a remark which will cover || of Pennsylvania, had obliged him by pairing with 
all subsequent remarks applied to me or my party: || him. 
that any man who intimates that it has been my || 
purpose since I came here, or before, or that it | 
1as been my purpose, at any time, to unite with 
the Black Republicans—lI think that is sufficiently 
comprehensive—states that which is false. 

Mr. COX. That disclaimer is entirely unne- 
cessary, and I think that the gentleman shows a 
great deal too much bravery on the subject. 

Mr. HATTON. I have madethe remark. I[t 
is sufficiently comprehensive. The House un- 
derstands it, and I do not wish to add to it or to 
subtract from it. 

Mr. BRABSON. I hope the gentleman will 
yield to me to make a single remark. It has not, 
sir, been the first time that the assertion has been 
made that [ affiliated with the organization of the 
Republican party. I have the same reply now to 
widths that t have made heretofore—only once, 
however, for it was never made before but once. || was paired with Mr. Tay tor, of Louisiana. 

If the gentleman from Ohio means to insinuate Mr. WINSLOW. That was transferred. 

that I have any affinity with the organization of || Mr. SPINNER. I should like to know at 
the Republican party, then I will say that I shall || whose instance. I made the pair for my colleague, 
have, hereafter, no respect for him. Mr. Beare. 

Mr. COX. Lam glad that the gentleman re- || Mr. COLFAX. I was in this House in 1854, 
pudiates the organs of his party to which I have |; when the House remained unorganized for nine 
referred. weeks, and I state that no gentleman’ during that 

Mr. BRABSON. My organs have never affili- || time took the floor and asked that any pair should 
ated with any party on this floor except the party 
to which I belong. 

Mr. COX. It is notorious in this country what 
the organs of the American party are. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. This debate is out of 
place and uncalled for, and I object to it. I give 
notice that I shall object to any further interrup- 
tion of the gentleman from Texas by gentlemen 
on either side of the House. 

Mr. CLARK. The gentleman from Texas is 
entitled to the floor, and unless he yields it, no 
other member is in order. 

Mr. STOKES took the floor. 

Mr. REAGAN. I cannot yield any further. 
I say this out of no disinclination to accommo- 
date the gentleman. I am willing gentlemen shall 
have an opportunity to say all they want to say. 
I do not yield further for reasons I have before 
stated, and which I hope gentlemen on all sides 
will approve. My object is to cultivate that kind- 
ness Shick itseems to me has too frequently 
been broken by these episodes and these occur- 
rences which have a strong tendency to prevent 
us from doing that which the instinct of patriot- 
ism, of duty, and of self-preservation requires at 
our hands. 

Mr. WINSLOW. If my friend willallow me; 
it is now late in the day; he has been interrupted 
a good deal, and it is the gencral desire that he 
shall give way for a vote for Speaker. If he will 
yield for that purpose he will have the floor again 
in the morning. 

Mr. REAGAN. If it is the pleasure of the 
House to take a vote or to adjourn, I will yield; 
but I will yield for no other purpose. I am as 
weil prepared to continue my remarks to-day as 
I will be to-morrow. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move that the House pro- 
ceed viva voce to vote for Speaker. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that there be a call of | 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk accordingly called the roll; and the | 
following members failed to answer to their names: || 

} 
| 


| detained from the House by indisposition in his 
family, had paired with Mr. Mittwarp. 

Mr. McPHERSON stated that Mr. Buair had 
paired with Mr. Smirn, of Virginia. 


paired with Mr. Leake. 
Mr. GRAHAM stated that Mr. Kunkte had 
paired with Mr. Carrer. 


ward the pair was withdrawn; and that he would 
pair him now withany gentleman of the other side. 

Mr. SPINNER. It has been stated that Mr. 
Sickxes is paired. Who is he paired with? 

A Member. With Mr. Beate. 

Mr. SPINNER. I understood that Mr. Beare 


gentlemen upon the other side of the House, those 


— stood, except by the express authority of 


ask that pairs should be transferred. 
Mr. KEITT. Letus send forabsent members. 


Mr. WINSLOW. We might take a recess 


Mr. FENTON. I move that all further pro- 
| ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. WINSLOW. 1 
| commence a vote, that I believe it was expressly 
| agreed that Mr. Tayztor should vote upon this 
ballot. 

Mr. SPINNER. Pairs are bad enough any 
way. The gentleman from New York [{Mr. 
Sickies] is absent without a pair. <A colleague 
of mine [Mr. Carrer} is paired with a gentleman 
upon the other side, and now it is proposed to 
transfer his pair with another gentleman. I do 
not speak for either of my colleagues; but I pro- 
test against the proceeding, and without the as- 


the transfer. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I wish merely to state that it 
is well known upon that side of the House that 
there was a pair between my colleague, [Mr. 
Lanprvuo,] and the gentleman from New York, 
| (Mr. Carnter,}] now absent. That pair was made 


the House and he is now in a condition to attend 
the sittings of thisbody. Y ae a gentleman 
from the other side came to me and stated that a 


seem etecethpttE 


| gentleman had returned in, consequence of not 
having received notice thatthe pair was extended 
to acertain time. He applied to me to make an 
arrangement by which that side should not lose 
the benefit of that vote. I consented out of cour- 


Messrs. Aldrich, Ashmore, Barr, Beale, Blair, Brown. | 
Carter, Clemens, Clark B. Cochrane, Covode, Curry, Has- | 
kin, Howard, Irvine, Jenkins, Jones, Kunkel, Leake, Mc- 
Kean, Moorhead, Nixon, Reynolds, Sickles, William Smith, 
Stallworth, Stevenson, Van Wyck, Woodson, and Wright. 


22 


cumstances, it seems to me, it comes with an ill 
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| ue : ; ; 
If that objection is persisted in I shall not vote 


Mr. WINSLOW stated that Mr. C.Lemens, | 


Mr. CAMPBELL stated that Mr. Covope had | 


Mr. COLFAX stated that Mr. Reynoips had 
authorized him to pair him with any Democratic | 
member; that he was thus paired, but that after- | 


be transferred. When gentlemen made pairs with | 


oth of the gentlemen paired, and it is not right to | 


until the Sergeant-at-Arms gets back with them. | 


I wish to say before we 


sent of those two gentlemen I will not consent to | 


| for the convenience of those two gentlemen. Since 
that pair was made my colleague has returned to 


member who voted with them had made a pair 
with Mr. Kunxer, of Maryland; that that pair 
| was no longer necessary for the reason that that 


| tesy that the pair with my colleague [Mr. Lan- 
'pruM] should be dissolved in order that they 
might have an additional vote. Under these cir- 


grace from that side of the House, when it is now 
roposed to put the different parties upon a foot- 
ing of equality that they should raise ay objection, 
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because I made a pair, and it is my intention to 
| adhere to it. But I will state, if I am not per- 
mitted to vote by the same courtesy extended to 
| me which was extended by me to the colleague 
of those gentlemen, I shall request gentlemen 
upon this side of the House to have recourse to 
every species of dactics known under parliament- 
ary usage to prevent a vote. For one, | would 
be willing to sit here as long as it may be neces- 
sary to prevent a vote being taken until the return 
| of those absent gentlemen, under such cireum- 
stances. 

Mr. COLFAX. I desire to say, in reply to the 
ventleman from Louisiana, that the courtesy to 
|} which he alludes was but the fair reciprocity for 

courtesy extended by this side of the Saas, 1 
|| wish, also, to call his attention to the first time 
| when a pair was transferred. I was authorized 

by a gentleman upon this side of the House to 

announce a pair with Mr. Ciemens, of Virginia, 

for three days of the first week of the session. 

That gentleman left the House, and went to the 
|| State of New York. To my perfect surprise, next 
|| day, when I came into thé Hall, and Gin voting 
was about to commence, I found the gentleman 
from Louisiana [Mr. Taytor] transferring the 
pair which I had announced with Mr. Cremens 
to Mr. Lanprum, so as to allow Mr. Cremens 
|| to vote. I thought it was a very strange pro- 
cedure, but, in my desire for a ballot, | made no 
objection to the pair being so transferred. This 
transferring system has since run on for an entire 
| month. 
The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Anperson] 
yesterday read to us a memorial of the mail con- 
tractors, that we should organize, and then made 
| a speech suggesting the carrying out of that pe- 
tition. Ido not know whether the speech was 
authorized by the mail contractors or not; but in 
it he denounced this side of the House, and ap- 
pealed, as usual, to ‘* the conservative members’”’ 
to elect a Speaker. I have only to say, if in this 
he was the organ of the mail contractors, and if 
that speech be recognized as their sentiments, it is 
not calculated to promote good feeling on this side 
of the House towards them. 
We have appealed to the other side over and 
over again to apply to this clection the test by 
which every member holds his seat upon this 
floor. In every State of the Union, from Maine 
to California, Representatives to Congress are 
elected, not by an absolute majority vote, but by 
a plurality vote. There is only one exception, | 
believe, and that is the State of Rhode Island; 
and there, on a second ballot, a plurality elects. 
Wisely has every State of the Union determined 
that if people choose to scatter their votes in the 
exercise of a public trust, the men whg receive the 
highest number of votes shall be elected; so that 
the organization of the Government can go on, 
and not lapse for lack of majority votes. After 
waiting here patiently, when a petition came in 
from the mail contractors, asking us to organize 
and pay their honest debts, we have appealed to 
the other side of the House to apply the same 
rule to the election of Speaker that was applied in 
| their own election; and that he who received the 

highest number of votes should be declared elected. 
| We have waited to see if there would be any coali- 

tion, any cement, any billing and cooing, by which 
| a majority could be obtained to defeat the genile- 

man from Ohio. We have waited for this long 
| and patiently. Itis time now, when gentlemen 
appeal to us to pay the debts of the Government, 
and when they themselves stand in the way of an 
organization, that the same test by which they 
received the credentials which entitle them to seats 
here shall be applied to the election of a presiding 
officer. I have been surprised to see gentlemen 
| who are such strict constructionists of the Consti- 
| tution talk about electing a Speaker pro tempore for 
this House. Sucha thing is ur.xnown to the Con- 
stitution. We are authorized by the Constitu- 
tion to elect a Speaker. We are commanded by 
the law to elect a Speaker before we proceed to 
other business; and there is nothing in the Con- 
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stitution to warrant ws in electing a Speaker pro || for me to attempt to disguise the fact that I am || Scott, Simms, James A. Stewart, Underwood, and Vallan- 


tempore. 

Mr. GARNETT. Where do you find in the 
Constitution authority to delegate the power of 
electing a Speaker, or of passing laws, to a minor- 
ity of this aiauat 

‘Mr. COLFAX. I will answer the question 
with great pleasure. ‘The Constitution says that 
the House of Representatives shall elect their own 
Speaker, and gives them supreme control to elect 
him in any manner they see fit. 

Mr. GROW. I have but a word to say. I 
propose that we go on now and take a vote with- 
out any change or transfer of pairs, and allow 
the gentleman trom Louisiana to vote to-day; but 
hereafter have none of these transfers of pairs, 
which lead to so much confusion. Let every 
gentleman take care of hisown pair. Ifa gentle- 
inan chooses to be absent let him provide a pair for 
himself, ana relieve us from all this difficulty. 

Mr. TAYLOR, I have only a word to say. 
Unless there is some understanding with the other 
side of the House that under existing circum- 
stances | may vote, I shall not vote. When I 
make an arrangement, I intend to carry it out. 
As objection is made on the other side, I shall 
not vote unless it is understood that | am at lib- 
erty to vote, and the pair is made in some other 
manner, 

Mr. GROW. My proposition is that the gen- 
tleman shall vote to-da}, and I presume there will 
be no objection to that, with the understanding, 
of course, that it is only to apply to to-day and 
to this vote. I take it for granted that there will 
be no objection to that. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to make 
this suggestion to gentlemen upon this side of the 
House: that they shall live up, as | know they 
will, to all pairs that they have made; but that 
they shall make no more pairs, and shall not per- 
mit themselves to be drawn into any speeches by 
any provocation whatever, until after the election 
of aSpeaker. [Cries of **Good!’’ ** Good!” from 
the Republican side. 

Mr. SPINNER. I will consent to withdraw 
my objection to the proposal of the gentleman 
opposite for to-day; but I will not submit to it 
hereafter. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I trust our 
friends will not make personal explanations, or ask 
or answer any questions whatever, until after the 
House has organized by the election of a Speaker, 
for if they do, they will be responsible to some 
extent, however small, for the non-organization of 
the House, 

Mr. KEITT. I do not agree to any arrange- 
ment that may be made in reference to pairs, and 
for this reason, that every member upon this floor 
has a right to do in that matter just as he pleases. 
[ will pair just whenever it suits me to pair, and 
[can get a gentleman to pair with me. 
should hold it an act of impudence for my party, 
or any party, to interfere in the matter or say a 
single word about it. 

The gendeman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mor- 
rts} has obliged me by pairing with a colleague 
of mine, and I would aioe him at any time in 
the same way, if the party with whom I act, hasty 
times over, opposed it. In my absence my col- 
leagues are authorized to change my pair for me 
or speak for me, and nobody else on this side of 
the House but my colleagues can do it, and when 
i pair with a gentleman opposite, I shall be regu- 
lated in regard: to it, in his absence, by his col- 
leagues and by nobody else upon that side of the 
House. 

Mr. GROW. Letusvote. I move to dispense 
with all further proceedings under the call, 

Mr. WINSLOW. L understand that itis now 
agreed upon the other side of the House that Mr. 
‘Tayzor shall be permitted to vote to-day. 


Mr. GROW. 'Thatis the agreement for to-day, | 


aud hereafter every member is to look after his 
ownh pair, 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
to a vote. 

Mr. Grow’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr, WINSLOW. I move that the House pro- 
cead to vote viva voce for Speaker. 

The motion was agreed to; and the tellers re- 
sumed their places at the Clerk’s desk, Mr. Riggs 
acting in place of Mr. Apraiy, and Mr. Bincnam 
in place of Mr. Corwin. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Clerk, it would be useless 


Then I have no objection 


And I | 





|| aware that the further use of my name as candi- 


| voted for me, I will say, that | would be depre- | 


date for Speaker of this House will not conduce 








|| digham. 


toan organization. Whilst believing this, | would | 


be insensible to every impulse that moves within 
me if I did not confess a deep feeling of gratitude 
to those who have complimented me with so large 
a vote for so exalted a station. If I could feel that 
the vote which I received on Thursday last was 
really personal, I would congratulate myself that 
my associations with you, gentlemen of the House 
of Representatives, has accomplished all that any 
gentleman could wish that he had effected by his 
versonal intercourse with members on this oor. 
But I regard that Vote in no syugh inferior aspect. 
Llook wpon it as a tribute totht position I occupy 
as a national and conservative man; and may | 


not say thatitis a compliment to that gallant band | 


of constitutional and Union-loving men upon the 
Pacific who have returned me here to Congress, 
not because of any merits of my own, but because 
they sympathize with me in those views of the 
representative position which my career here has 
enforceed—views which have been the result of an 
ardent desire to preserve inviolate the Constitution 
and the Union, and which I believe to be essential 
to the maintenance of both. To you, gentlemen, 


who differ with me in political sentuments upon | 


most questions, but who, upon the great idea of | 
preventing a sectional organization of this body, | 


clating your noble stand if I return you any thanks 


record,and history will attest the patriotism which | 


caused you to forget party and use your efforts to 
promote a national organization of this body. I 
now, Mr. Clerk, peremptorily withdraw my name 


from the consideration of this House for Speaker. | 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I now put in nom- | 


ination Mr. Joun G. Davis, of Indiana. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
Bocock, of Virginia. 


Mr. ENGLISH. 


| NAND, Of Illinois. 


Mr. DAVIS, ef Mississippi. 
of my friends, 1 will withdraw the nomination of 
Mr. Bocock. 


TWENTY-FIFTU BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 
The House proceeded to the twenty-fifth ballot 


for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 


number of votes cast, 207; necessary to a choice, | 


104; of which— 
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So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Aldrich, 
Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Bingham, Blake, Brayton, Buffin- 
ton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butterfield, Camp- 
bell,Carey,Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Curtis, Dawes, 
Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farns- 
worth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Gra- 
ham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, 


I nominate Mr. McCier- | 


At the request | 


For Mr. Gilmer—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. 
Anderson, Boteler, Brabson, Bristow, H. Winter Davis, 
J. Morrison Harris, Hatton, James M. Leach, Maynard, 
Nelson, Quarles, William N. H. Smith, and Stokes. 

For Mr. Vallandigham—Messrs. Bonham, Branch, Bur- 
nett, Cox, Burton Craige, Garnett, Hindmar, Hughes, 
Keitt, McRae, Miles, and Sydenham Moore. 

For Mr. John G. Davis—Messrs. Adrain, James Craig, 
Hawkins, Howard, Elbert 8. Martin, Montgomery, Riggs, 
Taylor, and Winslow. 

‘or Mr. Bocock—Messrs. Reuben Davis, Landrum, 
Noell, Ruffin, Singleton, Thomas, and Whiteley. 

For Mr. Boteler—Messrs. Hardeman, Laban T. Moore, 
Vance, and Webster. 

For Mr. Florence—Messrs. Dimmick, Jackson, and 


Maclay. : 


I nominate Mr. | 





Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg,William | 


Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, 
Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKnight, 
McPherson, Morrill, Morse, Olin, Palmer, Pennington, 
Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, Sedgwick, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 
Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, 
Trimble, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Elliiu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff. 

For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Ander- 
son, Avery, Barrett, Bocock, Burch, John B. Clark, John 
Cochrane, Cooper, Davidson, De Jarnette, Edmundson, 
English, Fouke, John T. Harris, Holman, Houston, L 


Charles D. Martin, Millson, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Pen- 


| dieton, Peyt®n, Pryor, Reagan, James C. Robinson, Rust, 


. ae Mr. McQueen—Messrs. Clopton, Crawford, and 
ugh. 
For Mr. Adrain—Messrs. Horace F. Clark, John G. 
Davis, and Larrabee. 
For Mr. Keitt—Messrs. Barksdale and Lamar. 
For Mr. Pugh—Messrs. Love and McQueen. 
; ‘or Mr. Laban T. Moore—Messrs. Bouligny and Ham- 
ilton. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. 


Hill—Messrs. Briggs and Gilmer. 
Phelps—Messrs. Stout and Cobb. 
Underwood—Mr. McClernand. 
Horace F. Clark—Mr. Etheridge. 
Dimmick—Mr. Florence. 
Barksdale—Mr. Gartrell. 
Webster—Mr. Hill. 

Rust—Mr. Boyce. 

For Mr. Briggs—Mr. Mallory. 

For Mr. Thomas—Mr. Phelps. 


Mr. BOULIGNY, when his name was called, 
said: I rise fora personal explanation. I was ac- 


|| cused by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Coxi of 
' for what you have done. Your vote is upon the || 


having, previous to the foray of John Brown, at 
Harper’s Ferry, been willing to go with the Re- 
publican party. With the permission of the gen- 


_ tleman,I will say to him that I came from Louis- 





| have totall 


| called for. 


iana, from a little district where I never have had 
the pleasure of seeing a Republican in my life; 
that I never knew one until I came here; that 1 
have never been approached upon the subject, 
and I merely rise for the purpose of telling the 
gentleman that this arrangement for the American 
party, so far as it has any connection with me, is 
totally untrue, and at the same time I may speak 
for the twenty-three of my party in this House. 
I vote for Mr. Moore, of Kentucky. 

Mr. COX, when his name was called, said: I 
will take this opportunity to say to the gentleman 


| from Louisiana, [Mr. Bourieny,] and to some of 


those who act with the American party, that they 
misapprehended the drift of my re- 
marks. I have a memorandum before me of the 
remark I made, and it does not call for the lan- 
guage used by several gentlemen since that re- 
mark was made. I think when they understand 
it, they will see that no such disclaimer, and no 
such Shanes of falsehood, were necessary or were 
When the gentleman from Georgia 
was on the floor he put an interrogatory to me. 
I replied that I did not make the charge that there 
was a union now between the Americans and the 
Republicans; that, since this Congress had met, 


| I had seen that it was not true that there was such 


a union. I said further, that there was an arrange- 
ment between the Opposition forces contemplated 
before the meeting of Congress, if we were to 
believe what certain organs of the American party 
had said. 

Now, I am ready at any time to prove that not 
only the Richmond Whig, the Louisville Journal, 
the Baltimore Patriot, and Brownlow, in Tennes- 
see, but a certain gentleman, a member of this 
House, from Baltimore, in addressing a public 
meeting, all advocated an organization by a united 
opposition to the Democracy. , 

say to my friend from Louisiana, in perfect 
frankness and candor, that his explanation is en- 
tirely satisfactory to myself; and not only to ey 
self, but I hope to his constituents. For myself, 
I am perfectly satisfied, from his disclaimer, and 
more especially from the votes which he has given 
since the meeting of Congress, that he never had 
any intention of joining with the Republicans in 
the election of a Speaker; and that these organs 
did not speak for him. 

Mr. BOULIGNY. I do not read these papers. 

A Memeser. But he spoke for the whole twenty- 
three Americans here. ; 

Mr. COX. Very well; if he is authorized to 
speak for the whole twenty-three, then my remark 
applies to them all. 

r. BOULIGNY. I accept the gentleman’s 
disclaimer. It was all that we wanted. But I 
think it would have been better if the gentleman 
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had made his disclaimer some time ago, when 
several gentlemen rose and took exception to his 
remark. 

Mr. COX. ‘The gentleman from Louisiana 
must recollect that one cannot always get the 
floor, nor can he say all he wants to say when he 
does getit. Itis pretty hard to say what he wants 
to say at any time inthis Hall. But I say to my 
friends here, on both sides of the Hall, that I am 


ready at any time to prove what J asserted in ref- | 
erence to the American journals; but I will take | 


back anything I may have said—if indeed I said 
it—affecting the purpose of gentlemen on this floor 
if they do not read these journals, nor acknowl- 
edge them as their exponents. 

Mr. HILL. I wish to ask the gentleman from 

hio whether it would be personally agreeable to 
him to have the Opposition of the South coalesce 
with the Opposition of the North? 

Mr. COX. Ihave simply replied to the gen- 
tienian from Louisiana. I make no charge against 
those gentlemen personally, and it is nat fair to 
place my remarks in any such relation. 

Mr. HILL. The gentleman from Ohio did not 
hear my question. I desire to know whether such 
a coalition would be personally agreeable to the 
gentleman? 

Mr. COX. That isa pretty hard question to 
unswer. My position is, that I will vote for a 
Democrat—all the time. I cannot at any time 
support a Republican organization, nor can [ in 
any way support a South American organization; 
and of the two evils I will choose—* nary one.”’ 
[Laughter. } 

Mr. HILL. The gentleman has but one other 
alternative. Would he support an anti-Lecomp- 
ton Democrat? 

Mr. COX. I will say to the gentleman that I 
would vote for an anti-Lecompton man with the 
greatest pleasure. 

Mr. HILL. Would the gentleman vote for one, 
first an anti-Lecompton, then Lecompton, and 
afterwards Enelish-bill Democrat. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. COX. Ido not care how he comes, so that 
he comes in a Democratic form. 

Mr. HILL. He would come, then, in a most 
** questionable shape.’’ [Laughter.] 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, when his name 


was called, said: When we met here, we had a | 
consultation which resulted in the nomination of | 
After several days, it | 
became necessary for him, I suppose, to conform | 
to the wishes of quite a number of his friends and | 


Mr. Bocock, of Virginia. 


withdraw his name. I think it is important that 
we should have an election as early as possible; 
but, in the present state of confusion, I do not 
believe we can unite on any American or anti-Le- 
compton Democrat. Under these circumstances, 
believing that Mr. Bocock represents the senti- 
ments of his party, I shall cast my vote for him; 
and I shall continue to cast my vote for him for 
the next eighteen months, unless there is a chance 
of electing some other conservative man. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Clerk, I believe that 
it is in order to accompany one’s vote with an 
explanation. For that there have been several 
precedents during the day. If, therefore, 1 can 
be indulged, I will say a word or two in regard 
to the vote I design now to give for Speaker. 


One thing, sir, 1s apparent to even a superficial | 


observer, and that is, that the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Suerman] has. obtained about all of 
the votes that he will get in the present condition 
of affairs. I think that any gentleman who in- 
tends to vote for him, and has not done so up to 
this time, ought to be ashamed of himself; and 


therefore [ have concluded that the gentleman has | 


received as high a vote as he ean receive, unless 
some absentees shall return, and as I believe they 


have all been paired, their return would make no | 
I am | 


change in the relative strength of parties. 
also satisfied, sir, that my friend from North Car- 
olina, [Mr. Gitmer,] for whom I have voted so 
often, and, I will add, with so much pleasure, will 


not and cannot be elected Speaker of this House. | 
That fact is ascertained by a reference to the vote | 


he has received. On two oceasions he received 


thirty-six votes, and all that remained to elect him || 
was for one of the other parties to disband and 


come over to him. The Democratic party could 
have elected him, and have had eight votes to 


spare! Precisely eight, that significant number, 
for “ Eight were saved in Noah’s ark, 
i ile all the rest were drowned.” 
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There would have been a margin, afier his elec- | 


tion, of eight votes; but every man who knows 
anything about things here knows that the Dem- 
ocratic party does not intend to vote for any gen- 
tleman of the party with which I act who can b 
elected. It happens that some few of those I act 
| with have a litde independent outside strength; 
and that independent strength, sir, is a reason—I 
do not say a pretext—with some upon the other 
side why they will not vote forany ofthem. Well, 
I temporarily abandon the gentleman from Nerth 


Carolina. I tell him farewell—I do not say “ fare- | 


| well, vain world,’’ l only say farewell, there is no 


chance for you. (Great laughter.}] The gentle- 
men upon the Democratic side of the House have 
| presented their vgrious candidates to the consid- 
eration of the House, and they have aboutall been, 
sooner or later, withdrawn. My friend from North 
Carolina, I say, has no chance; and I am sure no 


can be elected. I have never believed that such 

an event would transpire; and a complimentary 
| vote has become to be a little annoying and fa- 
tiguing. I say also very frankly, that there are, 
in my judgment, about eighty-eight gentlemen 
over the way, not one of whom, as I sincerely 
believe, has a better prospect of an election than 
my friend Gitmer. (Laughter.] A good many 


with the consolation that they have been honored 
| with a complimentary vote for Speaker. In this 
fast age, the fact, however, will be remembered 
only for a few days. It is not worth anything. 

But to the point for which I rose. 


GitmeR] because of any want of respect for him, 
or because of any want of confidence in his in- 
tegrity as a man—certainly from no want ofsym- 


is **a dead cock in the pit.”” [Great laughter.] 
As I have before remarked, every gentleman 
who designs voting for the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Suerman] has already voted for him. | 
shall not elaborate the reasons why I shall not 
vote for him. I do not propose now to do it; 
but I will say of him personally what has been 
already said on all sides, that he is a gentleman 
whose abilities and manners I admire and respect. 


doubt, impartially; but I shall not vote for him, 
and that is the end of it. And there are seventy- 
five or eighty gentlemen over the way that | will 
|| not vote for, unless perchance I can do no better. 
| Now, I have always reserved for myself ample 
verge, should I be compelled, in the future, to 
meet a certain contingency—an extreme resort— 
| for I never know, with certainty, where | am 
drifting in political times like these. But there 
are certain things I will do, if at all, “‘under pro- 
test,’’ after the manner of Mr. Polk, when he 
signed the Oregon bill. In looking round I find 
one gentleman, who has announced that he was, 
at this time, outside of all existing political organi- 
zations; whereupon he was instantly told by the 
distinguished gentleman from Virginia [Mr, 
Situ] that he was an Ishmaelite; that his hand 
was against every man, and every man’s hand 
against him. I suppose, by that remark, his 
hand is against the sialiot of Mr. Buchanan. Fur- 
| ther, lam assured that he has a quick perception, 
and the ability to scent afraud as far through the 

political records of the past as well as any man 

in the House. He believes, I think, that there 

is some foundation for the charges of fraud which 
/are so freely made. He is an anti-Lecompton 


was opposed to the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise. He is an ee ee gentleman, of 
| acknowledged talents and attainments. He is 
also a gentleman, as I have said, of high charac- 
ter and of great abilities, and if he is placed in 
the chair he would preside with marked fairness, 
Mr. COBB. You are keeping us in suspense. 
Who is the man? 
Mr. ETHERIDGE, Believing that I can do 
no better, [laughter,] that 1 may drift a little 


the suspense of gentlemen. 
|| vote for the anti-Lecompton, anti-Buchanan, Ish- 
\| maelitish Democrat, Horace F. Ciark, of New 
|| York, [Renewed laughter.] 

1 Mr. KILGORE. Mr. Clerk, I have been, 
| during the four wecks of this session, each da 


He would fill the chair gracefully, and, I have no | 


eentlemen, it is true, will retire to their homes | 


339 


and as things now are, I expect to wontinue to do 
so for three times that period. And let me remark 
to gentlemen upon the other side that it must be 
obvious if an organization is to be brought about, 
it can only be done by the adoption of the plural- 
ity rule, — 

Mr. BURNETT. That wil! never be done. 

Mr. KILGORE. Then there will never be an 
organization, [Cries from the Democratic benches 
**'Then we are satisfied;’” and from the Republi 
can benches of **Order!’’ **Call the roll!’ &e.] 


| I was remarking that the only way to settle this 


| departure, shed crocodile tears over his 


contest was by means of the plurality rule. We 
are told from the other side that never will be dene. 
Well, we will see. The South Americans and th: 
old-line Whigs, who so long fought under the 
banner of Henry Clay, can never be induced to 


| vote, with the consent and approval of their own 
| consciences, for any man of those who persecuted 
| one of the twenty-three gentlemen with whom L act || 


him to his very death, and who now, since his 
grave, | 
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| am satisfied that they can never be induced tocast 


that vote willingly. I am satisfied, from their 
declarations here, that they will in no event vote 
for the Republican candidate. I am satisfied. in 
my own mind that an anti-Leeompton Democrat 
cannot be induced to vote for an: Administration 
man. ‘Then, sir, what are we to do? Adoptthe 
plurality rule, and for that we have the precedent 
of the House which elected Mr. Banks. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. I call the gentleman to 


| order, 


I do not | 


abandon my friend from North Carolina [Mr. || 


|| party. 


longer and fare somewhat worse, I will relieve | 
iSivess hang htey.} 1) 


| 


pathy with his eee opinions—no, sir; but he || 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Letthe gentleman goon. 

Mr. KILGORE. I am disposed to yield the 
floor without saying another word. My only ob- 
ject is to ional aspeedy organization of the 
Tidien and Lhave referred to the means by which 
itis to be done. 1 vote for Mr. Suerman. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia. I wish to mak: 


a short explanation of my vote. I do not wish 


| or desire the unwilling attention of this House, 


but under the circumstances in which I am placed 
here before my people and the country, itis neces 

sary that I should make an explanation in refer- 
ence tothe vote lL amabout tocast. I have heard 
with unwillingness, and with that feeling of unwil- 
lingness which should characterize every patriot 
of the land, criminationsand recriminations upon 
the part of men born south of Mason and Dixon’s 
line,of men wholive northof itand who live south 
of it. I say that when this Union is on fire it is no 
time to fiddle. Therefore, Mr. Clerk, | have to 


| say that in the vote I am aboutto cast, I lay aside 


i was clected as an inde 
Jemocrat, and | came into this Hall and 
sustained, after | had gone into the Democratic 
caucus, the nomination of Tuomas S. Bocock. | 
voted for him persistently. Iwas then willing to 
extend the olive branch of peace to the American 
and southern Opposition. 1 was willing to com 
ply with the resolution of the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia, to the effect that we should unite all the 
elements of opposition to the Black Republican 
I am now willing to sacrifice all my pri- 
vate notions upon the altar of our common coun- 
try. 

What do we see here? I will detain the Hous: 
but two or three minutes longer; but I do not beg 
its attention as a favor. As 1 remarked the other 
day, I have a ten hours’ speech to make if neces- 
sary, and | have the floor, But what is my vote 
now? I have a pile of letters asking me why I 
did not vote for Mr. Girmer. It is because afier 
Démocrats, dyed in the wool, extended the olive 


all party snee ctions. 
pendent 


|| branch of peace to thet portion of the House, the 
| man, outside of all Democratic organization. He || 


gentleman from North Carolina has never given 
his vote for any Democrat, if | am correetly in- 
formed upon the subject. Now, Mr, Clerk, is it 
prepen or fair or right that I should be charged 
»y men of the Opposition party with not voting 


| for him, although I was elected an independent 
| Democrat over the Democratic organization and 


| 


caucus nominee? Lask is it not expecting too 
much of me? Butin order to sink all private feel- 
ings, if any there may be existing upon the part 
of gentlemen of the South American Opposition, 
L am willing yet—I will not say as a dernier resort 
—to vote for Mr.Giumer. But now, fellow-citi- 
zens, with your permission, in order to show 
that I am willing to bury all feelings, I will vote 
for an anti-Lecompton Democrat. I vote for 
Joun G. Davis, of Indiana. 

Mr. MILLWARD stated that he had puired 


| in my place voting for Joun Suenman for Speaker; || off with Mr. CLemens for to-day. 
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Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, stated that he 
had paired off with Mr. Asumone, of South Car- 
olina. 

The result of the vote was then announced as 
above recorded. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. If I supposed it 
would result ben ficially, I would move that the 
House now proce ed to another vote. But, sir, I 
think. in reference to the hour of the day and the 
state of the fecling of the House, that it would be 
more in accordance with its general sense that | 


i 
| 
} 


i 





ne , : 
|| that the land granted to that society by a treaty 
|| between the United States and the Chippewa In- | 


| dians, may be secured to it; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Public Lands. 


| Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Mrs. 


| Ann W. Angus, widow of Captain Samuel Angus, 


|| late an officer of the United States Navy, asking 


should move that the House now adjourn. I there- | 


fore submit that motion. 

Mr. COLFAX called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, If gentlemen on 
the other side prefer that a vote should be taken, 
I shall be perfectly willing to withdraw the mo- 
tion to adjourn. If I do so, however, I trust gen- 
tlemen on all sides of the Howse will agree that 
after the next vote the House will adjourn. [Cries 
of ** Not’? ** No!” from the Republican side. ] 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I think it probable that 
some gentlemen, supposing that no further ballot 
would be taken this evening, have left the Hall; 
and fam unwitling that there should be another 
ballot now. 

Mr. STANTON. I know that a number of 
gentlemen upon this side have left the House, ex- 
vecting there would be no further vote to-day. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Then I move to 


adjourn. 


Mr. HILL. I hope gentlemen will not insist 


upon another vote when it is evident no good re- 
sult will follow. 

Mr. COLFAX. If gentlemen are willing to 
take the responsibility of adjourning, let them do 
so. Weare willing to remain here and vote. 

Mr. M@®RRIS, of Pennsylvania. I am willing 
to remain here as long as any other gentleman; 


the allowance of certain pay; which, with her pe- 
tition on the files of the Senate, was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. HAUN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Dr. W. M. Ryer, of Stock- 
ton, California, praying compensation for vaccinating In- 
dians in California, in accordance with a contract made by 
the United States Indian agent, on tf files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. RICE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the trustees of the pub- 

lic schools of the city of Washington, District of Columbia, 

| prayinga grant of land, or a donation from the public Treas- 

ury, to aid in the maintenance of the public schools of said 

city, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 


ideot of the Ohio and Mississippi Mail Line Company, 
praying compensation for carrying the mail tri-weekly be- 
tween Louisville, Kentucky, and New Orleans, Louisiana, 
during the boating season of 1832 and 1833, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee On the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the memorial of Mills Judson, praying to 
| have refunded to him payments made on account of an al- 


|| leged detalcation of the late Purser Andrew D. Crosby, and 


but Iam not willing to sit here in making fruit- | 


less experiments, and in hearing gentlemen throw 
out these insinuations of individual responsibility. 
We are all willing to take our individual respons- 


ibility upon this and every other question. But | 


the next ballot will result like the last, fruitless; 


and if no other gentleman moves to adjourn, I || 


submit that motion. 


The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at | 


twenty-five minutes to five o’clock, p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 5, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.P. D.Gurrer,D.D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BIGLER presented the petition of James 
E. McFarland, postmaster at Meadville, and 
other citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that John 
Wightman may be compensated for transporting 
the mail from Pittsburg to Erie, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PUGH presented a petition of soldiers of 
the war of 1812, residing at Ravenna, Ohio, pray- 
ing the enactment of a law to grant pensions to 


the soldiers of that war, and to the widows and | 


orphans of those deceased; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RICE presented the petition of Jagob 
Bigelow, administrator of Francis Cazeau, ey. 
ing thatan amountinadvertently paid at the United 
States ‘Treasury to an impostor, may be reappro- 
priated for the use of the heirs of said Cazeau; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. ee petition of E. D. Mor- | 


an and three hundred other citizens of the United 


States, praying Congress to passa law to prevent 


all further traftic in, and monopoly of, the public 
lands of the United States, and that they be laid 
out in farms and lots of jimited size for the free 


and exclusive use of actual settlers: which was | 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
the petty officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, and 
sandensin composing the crew of the réceiving 
ship Princeton, praying that the pay of the crews 
of receiving rae may be increased; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WILSON presented the petition of the 





| to be relieved trom liability as one of his sureties, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Anthony 8. Robinson, 
heir of Dr. John Hamilton Robinson, a citizen of the United 
States, praying to be allowed compensation as a brigadier 
general in the Mexican army, during the struggle for inde- 
pendence in that country, and indemnity for losses and 


injuries sustained while acting in that capacity, on the | 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Mrs. A. P. Derrick, widow 
| of William 8. Derrick, praying compensation for the ser- 
| vices of her late husband as acting Secretary of State, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SLIDELL asked, and by unanimous con- || 
| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 42) | 


| of Mark Elisha; which was read twice by its title, 
| and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimovs con- 
| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 43) 
| for the relief of Solomon Wadsworth; which was 
| read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


} 
| 
| for the relief of the heirs and legaLrepresentatives 


of small notes by the banks in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


PIER AT LEWES, DELAWARE. 


Mr.SAULSBURY submitted the following res- 
olution; which wasconsidered by unanimous con- 
| sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
directed to communicate to the Senate a copy of the re- 
port and estimates by Captain John Newton, Corps of En- 
gineers, in reJation to the construction of a wharf or pier 
at Lewes, Delaware. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
meet on Monday next. 
MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES EXCUSED. 


Mr. HAMMOND. [ask to be excused from 
further service on the Committee on Finance, and 
move that the Chair fill the vacancy. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Toomss 
was appointed to fill the vacancy.* 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I notice that I am ap- 
pointed one of the special committee to investi- 

gate the Houmas land grant. I desire to be ex- 
cused from serving on that committee, and I beg 
| the Senate ta excuse me. 








The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Foster 
was appointed to fill the vacancy. 
Mr. MBS. I move that I be excused 


American Baptist Missionary Union, praying || from service on the Committee on Revolutionary 


Ordered, ‘That the memorial of John D. Colmesnel, pres- |} 


Mr. SLIDELL gave notice of his intention to | 
ask leave to introduce a bill toyprevent the issue | 
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| Claims, of which I am chairman, and that the 
Chair be authorized to fill the vacancy. 

| The motion was agreed to, 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
| motion submitted by Mr. Bricur, on the 27th 
| ultimo, to print the annual message of the Presi- 
| dent of the United States and the accompanying 
‘| documents. 

|| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
_is on referring the motion to the Committee on 
| Printing. 


It was so referred. 
TREASURY REPORT. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next 


_ business in order is the motion of the Senator 
|, from Louisiana, [Mr. Stuext,] to refer the an- 
| nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
‘|, the Committee on Finance, and that it be printed. 
|The latter motion will go to the Committee on 
|| Printing. 

|| The report was referred to the Committee on 
|| Finance. 
Mr. BIGLER. If there be no further business 
|, to transact, I move that the Senate do now ad- 
|| journ. 

| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
| adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspayr, January 5, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
| by Rev. R. J. Cone. 
| ‘he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
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The CLERK announced as the business first 

in order, the question of the admissibility of the 
| resolution proposed to be submitted on the 22d 
‘| ultimo by Mr. Winstow. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I believe, with the permis- 
sion of the House, I will withdraw that point of 
order, as it is now the 5th of January. 

The CLERK. The question then recurs upon 
the correction of the Journal, as fequested by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Hickman. ] 


REPLACEMENT OF DESKS, ETC. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Llinois. I ask the consent 
of the House to have read a resolution, which 
will occupy but a moment. I do not ask that it 
shall be received at this time. 

The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
lows: 


Resolved, That the Superintendent of Public Buildings 
be directed to replace the desks and chairs in this Hall as 
they were previous to their removal, and, to enable him to 
do so without interrupting our sittings, he be also directed 
to prepare for our temporary occupancy the old Hall of the 
House of Representatives. 


THE SPEAKERSHIP. 


Mr. REAGAN resumed the floor. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Will the gentleman 
yield me the floor a moment? 

Mr. REAGAN. I will for a moment, but not 
| for any extended discussion. I must this morn- 
ing proceed with my remarks; and desire to do so 
without interruption, in order that I may not oc- 
cupy the floor longer than necessary. 

Mir. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Clerk,on yester- 
day the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Coirax,] 
in some remarks that he made to this House, at- 
tacked the proposition to have a temporary organ- 
ization of this House, on the ground of its being 
aviolation of the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. WILSON. [call the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania to the fact that my col- 
league [Mr. Co.rax] is not yet present. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. He will be here be- 
fore I have proceeded very far in my remarks. 
Some days since I offered a proposition for a tem- 
porary organization of this House, by the election 
of Mr. Corwiy, of the State of Ohio, as chairman 
of this House for twenty-four hours; and I am 
not wilting that it shall go to the country that I 
pasminee a proposition which I had made to be 

enounced, In my presence, as being unconstitu- 
tional, and that I failed to respond to the charge. 
I offered the resolution to elect Mr. Corwin chair- 
man for twenty-four hours, in good faith. The 
resolution which I then offered I send to the 
Clerk’s desk, and ask to have read. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Hon. Tuomas Corwin be elected 
Speaker of this House for and during the period of swenty- 
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four hours, after the expiration ot which time his power | 


shall absolutely cease as Speaker, and the House shali then 
proceed to vote for Speaker as if no such election had taken 
place. And for and during the said period of twenty-four 
hours, the rules of the late House of Re presentatives shall 
be adopted for our government, except that no member 
shall be permitted to speak for more than five minutes on 
any question which may come before this House ; and ex 
cept further, that the said Tuomas Corwin shail not have e 
power to appoint the regular business comimittees of this 
House. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. I offered that resolu- 
tion, sir, in good faith. I offered it in the hope 
that it would be acceded to unanimously; that it 


would meet with the approbation of gentlemen | 


upon all sides of the House. And I hoped that 
after it was adopted, during the twenty-four hours 


that this House would be organized, we would | 


secure the passage of a deficiency bill to pay the 
expenses of the Post Office Department of the 
United States. We are in debt to the mail con- 
tractors of the United States $4,000,000. It is 
an honest debt, honestly contracted for services 
honestly performed. We allowe it. Itis nota 
Democratic debt; it is nota Republican debt; it 
is not an American debt; but it isa national debt. 
It is the debt not of one man, but of every man. 
Itis my debt and your debt; 


of us. It is adebt that the people of this nation 
owe to honest and innocent contractors. ‘The 
credit, the faith, the honor, the integrity of this 


nation is pledged for its prompt and faithful pay- 
ment. I was then, and am now, unwilling that 
the national honor and the national credit should 
be impaired by the failure of the Congress o f the 
United States to pay a debt which we all owe 
This debt will have to be paid at some time. W by 
not pay itnow? It is a debt owed by the nation 
—honestly owed. As honest men we owe it to 
ourselves to secure its prompt payment. It is 
due now. We are in default. The faith and 
credit of the nation are in peril. Under these cir- 
cumstances, should our Republican friends have 
objected to that resolution when it was offered? I 
hope, however, they will not do so again. They 
have had time to consider on the matter. Sure ly 
they can give no reason why an honest de bt 
should not be paid; and surely they would not 
force a Republic an organization at thee xpense of 
a breach of national faith, and at a sacrifice of 
thousands of innocent public creditors. [tis their 
debt as well as mine. Letus, then, as honest and 
just men, so far forget our political strife, as to do 
justice to these suffering and ill-treated creditors. 
We can pass a resolution for the appointment of 
a temporary Chairman, and, during the existence 
of his power, we can pass an appropriation bill 
which will enable us to fulfill all our engagements 
and redeem the credit of the nation, and thus save 
thousands from bankruptcy and ruin. 

Mr. WILSON. The gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania seems anxious for the payment of these 
debts, as just and legal debts of the Government. 


it is the de bt of all ' 


I would ask him whether he will acce pt the plu- 


rality rule? 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. If, Mr. Clerk, I even 
were willing to accept the plurality rule, there are 

many others in this House who are unw illing to 
do so. If we had three fourths of this House who 
were willing to resort to the plurality rule to se- 
cure an organization, t the remaining one fourth 
could prevent its adoption by means of those rights 
conferred on them by the parliamentary law. If 
there were ten men in this House who protested 
against it, the gentleman from Indiana knows full 
well we could not, under the parliamentary law, 
force an organization; and he knows, too, as w ell 


as I can tell him, that there are more than ten or | 


twenty or fifty men here who object to it, and 
will not submit to the adoption of that rule. But 


one—which will enable us to fulfill the engage- 
ments of the nation; and which, ifadopted, would 
save more than a thousand men in this country, 
to whom we are indebted, from being wholly and 
entirely ruined. What a ‘humiliating spectacle it 
will present to have the auctioneer exposing the 
property of the creditors of the Government to 
sale on the block, because the national Congress 
would not, for twenty-four hours, suspend ‘their 
political animosities to pass a bill to pay the hon- 
est debts of the nation! What must the world 
think of us ween they contemplate the American 
Congress standing by whilst all this ruin is being 
wrought; and yet, to advance some party or per- 


sonal | purpose, stubbornly refusing to pass an ap- ' 


propriation bill to save dite ans Ww i pl aced their 
credit on the faith of the nation, from hopeless 


| and inevitable bankruptcy? Why do Re public ans 


| the national faith dishonored. 


elected by our votes 


obje ct to this te mporary organization, if their ob- 
ject be not to force upon us an organization that 
is obje ctionable? Why object to it? It will not 
injure the Republican party; it cannot injure our 
a it can injure no party; and it will confera 
ylessing upon suffering and honest men. 

Let Republicans reflect; this is a debt, as I have 
said, of the whole people—it involves the credit 
and faith of the nation. You have no right to 
expect all the sacrifices to save the country from 
dishonorand her creditors from ruin, to come from 
the Democratic side of the House. You should 
not only be willifg, but anxious, to show your 
zeal insuch a cause, by coéperating in a measure 
So wise, So salutary, and so imperatively neces- 
sary, as the proposition which I made, and which 
| intend to renew. Your love for your country 
should stand high above your devotion to party. 
You should blush at even the suspicion that you 
desire to extort the election of a Republican 
Speaker from the reluctance of Democrats to see 
Like true men,con- 
sider these debts you owe, and make every sacri- 
fice consistent with honor to have them paid, We 
can make this temporary organization, pass a de- 
ficiency bill, pay our debts, redeem our 
tions, save the country from dishonor, and then 
go steadily to work again to get up a permanent 
organization of this House. 


1 proposed Mr. Corwin as Speaker, because he || 


is well known as a conservative, national, U 
loving man, and because, being a Republican, it 
would be a guarantee to th it party that no advant- 
age was intended or could be taken of him. 

But Mr. Clerk, the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Cotrax,] on yesterday, attacked the propo- 
sition for a te mporary organization as a violation 
of the Constitution of the United States, and my 
principal object in speaking to-day is to repel 
that charge. I could not then obtain the floor, 
and I reply now, at the earliest moment, so that 
the charge may be accompanied by the refutation. 

The Constitution of the United States confers 
upon the members of the House of Representa- 


obliga- | 


nion- | 
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; country. 


tives the power to elect a Speaker and other offi- | 
| cers, but does the Constitution compel us to elect 


a Speaker for any given time? Does it require us 
to elect a Speaker for a month, or two months, 
or for two years? Why, certainly not. We have 
power toe ‘leeta Speake ronevery morning that we 
assemble. He is the creature of this I louse. He is 
and the fact that he is sheet 
ed generally for two years does not necessarily 
continue him in office for that time. Every morn- 
ing when this House assembles, it may proces - to 
elect a pre siding officer for the day. ‘There is no 
constitutional provision which require s that ee 
Speaker of this House should continue in office 





| for two years, nor for any other period. 


| the proposition was unconstitutional, 


| of the Constitution. 


us that 
and ex- 
pressed his surprise that it should come from 
gentlemen who contended for a strict construction 
I affirm, and I am ready to 


Sut the gentleman from Indiana told 


| prove it by the history of the legislation of any 


free country, that the right to elect a te mporary 
Spe vaker by the body over which he is to pre side 
is an indisputat ye right. Iwill show that it has 
been practiced in England for centuries; that it 


| has been practiced time and again in our own 
| country, and under our own Constitution, from 


| 15 H., 6. 


the time of the fathers of the Re public down toa 
very late period in our history. 
I send to the Clerk’s desk the Manual, and ask 


| him to read the paragraph I have marked. 
here is a proposition—a fair and honest and just | 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


Where the Speaker has been ill, other Speakers pro 
tempore have been appointed. Instances of this are 1 H., 
4. Sir John Cheyney, and for Sir William Sturton, and in 
Sir John Tyrrel, in 1656, January 27; 1655, 
March 9; 1659, January 13. 

Sir Job Charlton ill, Seymour chosen, | 
1673, February 18. | 

Seymour being ill, Sir Robert Sawyer 
chosen, 1678, April lo. 

Sawyer being ill, 

Thorpe in execution, 


Not merely pro 
} tempore. 1 Chand. 
i 169, 276, { 277. 
Seymour chosen. J 
a new Speaker chosen, 


31 H. VI, 


S41 


‘the prince) - of parliasier ntary iow for centuries 
in E princi It is the parliimentary law in Eng- 
land now. Itis the parliamentary law here tt 
has perhaps never been called in que stion until it 
was controve rte ~d on yt este rday by the re ntleman 
from Indiana, [Mr, C OLFAX.} There has hereto 
fore been no ques stion about the power under our 
Constitution. 

But, sir, | have shown how the parliamentary 
law stands in England. I will now come down to 
later times, and to the precedents in our own 
l quote from the Journal of the House 
of Representatives, page 266, April 20, 1798: 


** Fripay, @pril 20, 1798. 

* The Speaker being indisposed and unable to attend, 

* Tt was, on motion, 

* Resolved, That this House do now proceed by ballot to 
the choice of a Speaker pro tempore; and the ballots beings 
taken, a majority of the votes of the whole House was 
tound in favor of George Dent, one of the Representatives 


of the State of Mary. Whereupon, 
* The said George Dent was conducted to the chair, from 


whence he addressed the House as tolloweth.”’ 


After the election of the Speaker pro tempore, 
the business of the House proceeded as if the regu- 
lar Speaker had been in the ™ . That was the 
parliamentary law in 1798, when the fathers of 
this Re public and the frame see the Constitution 
were upon this floor, legislatung foythis Union, and 
giving am interpretation to the instrument the v 
had made. I read from the House Journal, page 
923, for the year 1847: 

*“ Tvespay, June 20, 1848, 

«The Clerk called the House to order, and stated that the 
Speaker was still so much indisposed as to prevent him 
from resuming the duties of the Chair. 

** And, thereupon, 

* On motion of Mr. Daxter P. Kina, it was unanimously 

** Resolved, That Mr. Armistead Burt, of South Carolina, 
be appointed Speaker pro tempore, to discharge the duties 
of the Chair during the present week, if the Speaker shall 
so lung remain unable to give his attendance.”’ 

Here, Mr. Clerk, it will be seen, are two in- 
stances where two Speakers were regularly elected 
pro tempore, to hold office until the regular Speaker 
should be able to take the chair. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, Will my 
colleague be kind enough to show me any instance 
where, before the House was organized, as an 
original question, a Speaker has been elected pro 
tempore ? 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I should 
| like to have my colleague refer me to the instance. 


| suffering condition. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. Yes, sir, l will 
the gentleman my authority; and when | 
satished myc Olleague in re fe rence to the power 
and the practice, 1 trust he will turn in and 
port the resolution which I have offered, 
contribute his vote and influence and relieve 
creditors of the Government from their 


show 
have 


sup- 
and 
the 
prest rit 
And now to the law and the 
evidence. I read from the Congressional Glob 
of 1839-40, page 19. ‘The House was not yet 
organized. Mr. Adams had made his very ex 
traordinary speech, in which he addressed the 
members of the House, not through their 
as their presiding officer, but as ‘*‘ fellow-cilizens. 


Clerk, 


‘) 


He related to them a celebrated instance in the 
history of Virginia, in which, when Governor 
| Dunmore had prorogued the Legislature, they 


assembled in a tavern, elected a Speaker, and 
resolved themselves into aconvention. Mr. Ad- 
ams said it might be a little irregular for this 


| House to adjourn to a tavern, as the Virginia 


| Legislature had done, 


but that, in times hke these, 
irregularity should not be considered. ‘The House 
had been in session at that time four days, with- 
out electing a Speaker. 

“Mr. Ruerr then offered a resolution that Lewis Wit 
LIAMS, the oldest member of the House, be appointed chair 
man of this meeting until the House should be organized. 

“Mr. WititaMs objected to the introduction of the res- 
olution. He thought they could have questions put if the 
Clerk would only do his duty as all other Clerks of the 
House bad done. Besides, if it was competent to put the 
question on this resolution, it was also competent to put 
the question on the resolution of the gentleman from Mas 


| sachusetts, which preceded it. 


3 Grey, 11; and March M, 1694, Sir John Trevor chosen. 


There have been no later instances. 2 Hats., 161; 
8 L. Parl., 263. 

A Speaker may be removed at the will of the House 
a Speaker pro tempore appointed. 2 Grey, 186; 
l 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. 


4 Inst.; 


, and 
5 Grew, 


That, sir, has been | 


‘Mr. Unperwoop asked of the Clerk if he would be 
willing to put a question if a majority of members present 
desired it? 

“Mr. GARLAND stated that he was willing to put ques 
tions if it was the will of the House that he should do so. 

“Mr. Unperwoop then asked the Clerk to put the ques 
tion on the resolution submitted by him. 

“Several voices were heard erying ‘ No!’ 
much confusion prevailed at the time. 

“Mr. Tuompson, of South Carolina, 


‘No! and 


submitted to the 


House that, sooner or later, they must adopt the resolution 
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impossible to organize wtthout some proceeding of the 
kind. The objection of the gentleman from North Caro 
lina, that there was a resolution that had precedence, could 
only appiy in regularly-organized bodies, where parliament- 
ary rules could be observed, and did notapply to this meet- 
ing, which was yet in a state of disorganization. 

“Mr. Ruerr then varied his motion, so as to call Mr. 
Avanms to the chair, instead of Mr. WiLL1aMs; and putting 
the question himself to the meeting it was carried, and Mr. 
Apams took the chair. 

‘* Much confusion and noise being heard in the galleries, 
and some hisses, 

“Mr. Tnompson, of South Carolina, said that he an- 
nounced to the galleries that if there was the slightest in- 
terruption to the business of the meeting, he would call on 
the President for a military force to preserve order.”’ 


And he presided for eleven days over the pro- 
ceedings of the House as temporary chairman, 
at which time an organization took place. These 
are the precedents. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Will the 
gentleman inform me whether@he considers Mr. 
Adams as the Speaker of the House under that 
resolution? 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. I consider him pre- 
cisely what Mr. Corwin would be if he were 
elected to-day. I consider the Speaker pro tem- 


|| otic act, to his Democratic colleagues, ‘I 


pore precisely the same as any other Speaker. | 


His power was the same as was possessed by the 
other Speakers qected pro tempore, in the instances 
I have already quoted, where the regular Speaker 
was sick and unable to attend the sessions of the 
House. If, under the Constitution, we have power 
to electa Speaker pro tempore at one time, we pos- 
sess itat another. If the Constitution gives the 
power, as the Constitution does not change, we 
always possess it. If Congress had the power, 
in the instances I have quoted, to elect a Speaker 
pro tempore, they have it to-day, and every other 
day on which they assemble as a legislative 
body. If the Constitution gives us power to elect 


a Speaker pro tempore, he possesses, for the time || 


being, all the power possessed by any otherSpeak- 
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er, and whatever legislation would be proper under | 
a permanent Speaker would be proper whilst he | 


was In the chair. 


It is folly to say he would be 
less than Speaker. 


The only difference between 


him and any other Speaker is the time for which | 


his office continues. ‘The limitation is on the time 
he shall hold his office, and not on the manner in 
which he shall discharge its duties. If the Con- 


stitution gives us power to elect a Speaker pro | 


tempore, itisalllnowask. If ever circumstances 
can exist that demand that we should have such 
an organization of Congress, they surely exist 
now. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I ask my col- | 
league to tell me, before he sits down, whether | 
there was any legislation during the administra- | 


tion of Mr. Adams as Chairman of this House? 
Mr. MONTGOMERY. I have not examined; 
but I will send the Globe to my colleague, in 
order that he may examine for himself. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 


tion; and there is, therefore, a radical difference 
between what my colleague proposes and what 
took place at that time. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. That there was no 


legislation does not prove that there could have 


j There was | 
no legislation durmg Mr. Adams’s administra- | 


been none. Inthe other cases that I have referred | 


to there was legislation; the House proceeded with || 


its regular business as if the regular Speaker had 
been present. What do we see taking place in 
the Senate every day? Do they not elect a Pres- 
ident pro tempore? Certainly they do; and they 
do so under the very Constitution upon which I 
ask the election of Mr. Corwin. We have pre- 
cisely the same power to elect a Speaker pro tem- 
pore that the Senate have to elect a Presidenn pro 
tempore. And does not the legislation of the coun- 
try proceed under the President pro tempore of the 


President was in the chair? 
Again: How does your Clerk sit there to-day, 
proeang over your deliberations? There is no 


aw, there is no rule for it; buthe doessoby force | 


of precedent alone. He sits there, and, for the 
time being, he is Speaker tempore of this House, 
to a certain and limited extent. What is that 
limited extent? To preside over the deliberations 
of this body until the election of a Speaker. The 
moment you induct a Speaker into that chair, that 
moment he ceases to preside over us and legis- 
lation can commence. If twenty-four hours istoo 
short a time, then make it as much longer as is 





priation bill. 

Now, sir, what is the situation of this House? 
We are here, as yet, unorganized. We are not a 
legislative body. Wecan pass nolaws. Nor is 

| there the slightest apparent prospect of an early 
organization. Upon the opposite side of the House 
| our Republican friends have presented an un- 
| broken front. They have not at any time offered 
/any compromise. They have voted uniformly, 
steadily, persistently—I will not say stubbornly 
—for but one man. The Democratic party, on 
the contrary, after having made a regular nomin- 
ation, adhered to their candidate for a time suffi- 
cient to demonstrate that there was no possibil- 
ity of his election. We were then relieved from 
further responsibility by the gentleman from Vir- 


manhood, as creditable to himself as it was cred- 
itable to the party that nominated him, arose in his 
lace and withdrew his name as acandidate. The 


. . | 
Jemocratic party has since been free to select any | 


candidate that might be moreacceptable. When 
Mr. Bococx declined, he said, by his manly, patri- 
relieve 
you from your responsibility; make such compro- 
mise of feeling as you think proper and consistent 
to secure the election of any conservative, national 


| man as Speaker. I sacrifice my private ambition 


for the good of the country.’’ From that moment 
we have been unceasing in our efforts to secure 
the election of some good and true man as our 
poaeene officer. We have held out the olive 
pranch to all parties in this House from day to 
day. We have presented candidate after candi- 
date. Still from the Republicans there came one 
| unceasing answer: we will have no compromise; 
we will have no man but Joun Suerman. They 
seem to have but one man. Time and time again 
they have been told by members on this side of 
| the House that their man was seriously objec- 
tionable to them. Ido not desire to say anything 
against Mr. Suerman. I have been in this House 
with him now going on three years; and he has 
been kind, courteous, and gentlemanly to me. 
Yet, sir, the fact is undisputable that he is objec- 
tionable to a large number of the gentleman upon 
this side. The Republicans have listened to these 
objections to their candidate from day to day; yet 
they have never attempted to conciliate this op- 
position by presenting another man who will be 
ee objectionable. This House should not be 


| presided over by a man who is so objectionable 


to the whole southern portion of our Confederacy. 
Our scheme of government is one of compromises 
and concessions. Why not extend the spirit to 
the election of Speaker? We should have the 
same respect for the feelings of others we would 
desire others to have for ours. 

If the Republicans are not worshipers of men 
why not do as we have done? Withdraw your 
caucus candidate and bring forward some other. 
I would remind Republicans that, whilst they 
have made no compromise, whilst they here per- 





sistently and consistently refuse to make any, 
they yet appeal to this side to concede to them 
the plurality rule. Is this fair, is it honorable, to 
refuse on your part to yield anything, and to ask 
us to vial everything? Gentlemen, if you ex- 
pect members on this side of the House to make 
concessions to you, show the proper spirit, by 
treating their earnest and solemn protests with 
some respect. Show them that you are not un- 
yieldingly cemented to the fortunes of a single 


that you dare to present them. 
| spirit of compromise as I indicate has been mani- 
fested. 
zation now, than we were the first day we met. 


| Until an organization is had no legislation can be || 
Senate in the samé manner as though the Vice || 


carried through. Under these circumstances, and 
at this time, with the appeals of the suffering 
creditors of the nation ringing in our ears, I come 
forward and propose this temporary organization 
as a peace measure; and I appeal to every mem- 
ber who loves his country, and who is proud of 


| her unsullied faith and untarnished honor, to give 
it his support. This resolution, if adopted, will 
| organize this House for a period long enough to 


enable us to pass an appropriation bill which will 


| redeem the credit and honor of the Government, 
| enable us to fulfill our engagements, and save 


|| thousands of men from ban remy and ruin. 
a 


| When that is done, we can all come 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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just offered by his colleague, [Mr. Ruett,] as it would be || ere foy the passage of the deficiency appro- } test this question of organization with new zest 
9 
| 





candidate—that you have other good men, and | 


We are apparently no nearer an organi- | 





But, sir, no such |) ; me, 
|, do protest. The gentleman, I think, can raise his 
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and interest. And we will then have the conso- 
lation, that although we consume much time, yet 
the honor of our country is at least secure. 
Sir, before I take my seat, I renew that resolu- 
tion. I hope that it may be taken up, considered, 
and neat 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
| question of order. 
| Mr. REAGAN. I hope that my remarks will 
not be further interrupted. The gentleman can 
rise and state his point of order when I have con- 
cluded. 
The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
| vania will state his point of order. 


Mr. REAGAN. I am upon the floor, and I 


I rise toa 


1 j |, presume that the gentleman cannot take it from 
ginia, [Mr. Bocock,] who, with commendable || me. 
|| The CLERK. The gentleman is entitled to the 


|| floor, but he will recollect that the gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania has the right to interrupt him ona 
point of order. 
|. Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. If my col- 
| league’s motion is entertained, I propose to make 
| a point of order on it. 
Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman raises a point 
| of order, not upon me, but upon his colleague. | 


|| have the floor, and I hope I shall be permitted to 


| proceed. 

| Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I will be 
| brief. My colleague has submitted a motion to 
be entertained by the House. I want to set that 
matter right. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would yield with pleasure 
| to the gentleman from Pennsylvania; butif I yicld 
to him, I will have to yield to others, and I will 
| find myself to-day in the same position that I was 
| in ee 
| Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. If my col- 
league withdraws his motion then I have no point 
of order to raise. 

Mr. REAGAN. I only gave way to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Monteomery] to 
make a statement, and certainly not for any mo- 
tion that would interfere with the conclusion, at 
this time, of my remarks, which have already 
been so much interrupted. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I only rise 
to a question of order, if my colleague insists upon 
his resolution; otherwise I do not. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the resolution is before the 
| House, the gentleman can make his point of order 
when I have concluded. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
| not to be more than five minutes. 
Mr. REAGAN. Yesterday I allowed inter- 
| ruptions against my sense of propriety, and I 
| do not to-day want to be placed in the same posi- 
tion. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I admire 
| the gentleman’s good nature in yielding to every- 
| body. I do not wish to interrupt him further 
than to state briefly a point of order. 

The CLERK. It was impossible for the Clerk 
| to know for what purpose the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania [Mr. Monreomery] took the floor 
| by the consent of the gentleman from Texas. 
Whilst occupying the floor, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania offered a resolution, That resolu- 
| tion having been proposed, the Clerk thinks that 


| 





I promise 





| the gentleman’s colleague can now take the floor 


| to raise a question of order upon it. 

| Mr. REAGAN, If it is the object of the gen- 
_ tleman to raise his point now, in order to save his 
legal rights, I do not object; butif it is the object, 
in this indireet way, to take the floor from me, I 


point now, and discuss it after I have concluded. 
| The CLERK. The Clerk knows of no rule 
which will now prevent the gentleman from Penn- 





} 


|| hereafter 1 give notice that I shall unconditionally 


| sylvania raising his question of order, and stating 


| it, whoever may be upon the floor. 

| Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman does not make 
| the point on me. 

r. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
| occupy five minutes. 
Mr. REAGAN. 


I will not 
I yield to the gentleman; but 


| decline to be further interrupted. 


|| Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I then make 


| the point of order that the resolutign now offered 


|| is not in order. 


| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The resolution 


ck to con- || has not been received, as I understand it. 
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Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. The reso- 


lution has been offered, and 

The CLERK. 
to the House. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
for information. 

The CLERK. Only for information; but the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania proposed it to the 
House before he took his seat. he House has 
not yet entertained the resolution. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
fore I raise a point of order. I ask the Clerk to 
read a part of the second section of an act of 
Congress, passed June 1, 1789. 

The clause was read, as follows: 


am objecting to it. 
It has been proposed, and read 


But read only 


And there- | 


‘ and be it further enacted, That at the first session of | 


Congress after every general election of Representatives, 
the oath or affirmation aforesaid, shall be administered by 
any one member of the House of Representatives to the 


Speaker ; and by him to all the members present, and to the | 


Clerk, previous to entering on any other business.” 
Now, sir, here I make the point of order that, 


Congress requires that the oath shall be adminis- 
tered to the Speaker, and by him to all the mem- 
bers and to the Clerk. That is an act of Congress, 


and no resolution of this body can repeal it. The | 
proposition now offered is a mere absurdity. A | 


roposition to legislate before the House is organ- 
ized, is todo business before the Speaker is sworn, 
before the members are sworn, before the Clerk is 


sworn; ane yee act of Congress says it shall not | 


be done, and all the precedents of my colleague 
have no more application to it than they have to 
the French war. They were under the old colo- 
nial ores where atemporary Speaker 
has 


een elected, it was to preside over a body | 


which had been organized, and after the body had 
the power to adopt any resolution they might 
choose. 
ganized, there never has been, in this Government, 
aSpeaker pro tempore, noran organization pro tem- 
pore. Why, sir, the liking the case of Mr. Adams 
with this is a simple absurdity. He was chosen 
chairman for the purpose of organizing the House, 


But until a legislative body has been or- | 


and not for the purpose of legislation. I deny that | 
there is such a thing known to our Government | 
as the temporary choice of Speaker, or a tempo- | 


rary choice of Clerk, which shall expire yee i 


with the Congress. I know provision is ma 
that where a Speaker is sick a temporary appoint- 
ment may be made, or where a Speaker is guilty 
of misconduct, he may be removed and another 
person put in his place. Think of this House 
organizing to-day, andall the officers swornin, and 
to-morrow disorganized and going back to chaos 
and starting again for the purpose of organizing. 
Let me say, without disrespect, that my col- 


e 


league’s whole argument is what is known in | 
mathematics as reductio ad absurdum—a simple | 


absurdity. 
Mr. 
Texas allow me to ask a question of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania? 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I hope I 
have not exceeded the time yielded me by the 


RANCH. Will the gentleman from | 


entleman from Texas, and [ trust I shall be | 


rawn into no further debate. 

Mr. BRANCH. I simply desire to ask aques- 

tion. It will occupy but two or three minutes. 
Mr. REAGAN. I shall have to decline. 


tesy yesterday, I do not feel authorized to press 
the request. 

Mr. WILSON. Duringthe remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Montcomery,] 
my colleague [Mr. Cotrax] was not present. He 
is not present now. I have no doubt, if any re- 
ply is necessary, he will make a reply whenever 
an opportunity is afforded him. 

Mr.REAGAN. When I was yesterday thrown 
off the remarks I intended to submit, I was 


re- | 
senting some considerations which I deemed suf- || 


ficient to authorize the elements which oppose | 
the Republican party to unite in an attempt to | 
organize the House by the election of one of their | 


members. 


a number of the free States had, by their action in 


a legislative capacity, attempted to impede the | 


execution of the act of Congress authorizing the 
recapture of fugitive slaves; which act was passed 
in accordance with the provisions of the Federal 
Constitution. I had presented this as one of the 
evidences of the revolutionary character of the 


! s. I had presented the fact—and I refer | 
to it agai this morning—that the Legislatures of | 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 











Republican party; as one of the evidences that it 
disregarded the compacts of the Federal Consti- 
tution. The gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Curtis,] 
and also the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Dawes,] interposed a statement that the personal 
liberty bills of these States, and the habeas corpus 
acts, and such legislation as I had supposed was 
intended to defeat the fugitive slave law, were only 
intended to vindicate their views of the writ of ha- 
beas corpus. I am not disposed now to enter into 
a discussion of a question Vie that. They, them- 
selves, certainly do not suppose that such a state- 
ment can be taken for anything more than a mere 
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specious attempt to amuse those who hear them. | 


There can be no question—looking to the attempts 
of the Legislatures which passed those laws; look- 
ing to the tone of the public press, indicating what 
would be done and what had been done upon this 
subject; looking to the expressions of the politi- 
cians, lecturers, and preachers of the whole band 


tion, I say, that they themselves cannot entertain 
a doubt, and, | imagine, would not seriously as- 
sertand ask to be believed, that those Legislatures 
had only in view a vindication of the writ of habeas 


| corpus—that those acts were not designed to im- 


pede the operation of the fugitive slave law, and 


| to take out of the hands of the owners of slaves 


the remedy which was designed for their good. 


| Why, sir, they would not dare to make any such 


assertion seriously. 
was not the purpose of their party, and of the 


men who were engaged in the enactment of those 
| laws, to secure the release of fugitive slaves, they 


would not be regarded as in good fellowship with 
their own political organization. 

But, Mr. Clerk, a better answer to that is, that 
the act of Congress with which they propose, by 
their legislation, to interfere—an act which was 
designed for the benefit of a portion of the States, 
and which could do injury to the other—has been 


| adjudicated by the Supreme Court of the United 


States, and declared to be a constitutional act. 
Then the best they can make of their opposition, 
were an attempt to make it even plausible, is that 
they have undertaken, as they have in reference 
to the Dred Scott decision, to set up their judg- 
ment in opposition to the court of last resort au- 
thorized to adjudicate upon the subject. They place 


| themselves in opposition to the Supreme Court of 


| constitutional rights of the Stafes. 


the United States, which, by the Constitution, is 
clothed with the final power to determine the con- 
stitutionality of the act in question. This ought, 


| engaged in this crusade—there can be no ques- | 
previous to entering upon any business, an act of | 


If they should assert that it | 


. . 
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lieve by one or two gentlemen who do not belong 
to it, that the gentleman who is the candidate of 
the Republican party has repudiated the indorse- 
ment of that book. It is worthy of remark that 
this statement is not true. He has not repudiated 
that indorsement. He has been called upon to 
know whether he did repudiate the recommenda- 
tion of that pamphlet. He has said m genera! 
terms that he has done nothing which evinces a 
disposition to interfere with the rights of the 
States, or of the people of the States, or with th: 
institution of slavery in the States; but he has not 
yet come to the point of saying that the doctrines 
of this book are treasonable; intended to be rev- 
olutionary; intended to strike down the constitu- 
tional guarantees which afford protection to the 
people of a portion of the States of this Union; 
he has not yet said that he disapproves of its 
doctrines; and he will not, and dare not say it: 
for, if he does, the party with which he ae ts will 
repudiate him, and take up some man who will 
indorse the doctrines upon which their political 
structure rests, This pamphlet, although in itself 
of little significance, has received significance from 
the indorsement of these sixty-odd members of 
Congress. Itreceives additional significance from 
the fact that the candidate of the Republican party 
for the Speakership has recommended it for cir 
culation, and now refuses or fails to repudiate it, 
and is nevertheless adhered to and voted for by 
his party friends; he, himself, and his partisans, 
with two or three exceptions, stubbornly refusing 
even to qualify their indawsement 
tionary and incendiary. document. 
Well, sir, the other incident whicl: is calculated 
to excite the apprehensions of the peopie of this 
country as to whether our experiment of self-gov- 
ernment is to be successful, is the foray which 


ef this revolu- 


° , ‘ 
| was made upon the village of Harper’s Ferry, in 


Virginia. It is true that murders were commuted 
there by a band of lawless ruffians; but the mere 
fact that a number of persons were killed there by 
a lawless and reckless band of men does not give 
to that act the political significance which it de- 
rives from other considerations. It derives its sig- 
nificance from the fact that it was an attempt to 
carry outa plan matured by citizens of the free 
States. Their plan of operations was first settled, 
and it was strictly ve steadfastly carried out. 
Arms were procured; and, to show the malice of 


| the originators of the plan, and that they had well 


then, to be the answer of all patriotic citizens, un- | 


less the action of that court was of a character to 


outrage the common rights and break down the | 


The very an- 
swer which they have made, developing this fact 
that they have, in this instance, placed themselves 


in opposition to the adjudication of the Supreme | 


Court of the United States, furnishes an additional 
evidence of the reckless disregard of the Consti- 


tution and laws of the land, and is an additional | 
| reason why we should fear the installment of 
' . ° ‘“ ° 
that party in power in this branch of the national 


Legislature. 


Now, sir, without attempting to enumerate all | 
the cases in which the doctrines and practices of | 


their party lead to the conviction that they disre- 


| gard the obligations of the Constitution, that they 


Mr. BRANCH. After the gentleman’s cour- || 


disregard their duty to the people of other States 


than those in which they live, and thatthey would | 
| invade not only the constitutional rights of the 


people, but the reserved rights of the States; with- 
out further reference to particular facts, I shall 
leave the subject, after olline attention to recent 
and prominent events. 

The recent events, to which prominent attention 
has been called, and which have alarmed the con- 
servative men of all parties for the safety of the 
Union, are first, the fact that sixty-odd members 
ofthe last Congress are found who have indorsed 
this Helper pamphlet; which has recommended 
treason in its most vicious, extravagant and apall- 
ing form; and that the gentleman presented as the 
candidate for Speaker upon the other side is one 
of those persons who signed the recommendation 
of this document, and who aided in giving it cur- 
rency to be circulated as.a campaign document for 
the information of the people, and for the a 
of indoctrinating them into the ideas upon which 
this crusade against slavery rests. 

It has been intimated, perhaps, by some mem- 
bers of that party, during this debate, and I be- 


considered what character of weapon could be 
most successfully used, twelve hundred pikes, 
with long handles—specimens of which have been 
exhibited in this city—were prepared, which it was 
eee would be the most efficacious weapons 
in the hands of negroes untrained to the use of 
fire-arms. Twelve hundred such instruments as 
these were procured, preparatory to this precon- 
certed plan to invade the sovereignty of Virginia, 
for the purpose of carrying out this design of em- 
barrassing, and ultimately destroying, the insti- 
tution of slavery. But, sir, even the previous 
preparations, the re of Sharpe's rifles, the 
manufacture and delivery at the point of action of 
these lances, the procurement of ammunition—all 
this, if nothing a accompanied it to indicate the 
state of public sentiment by which such acts are 
upheld, would be of slight significance compared 
torother things that have occurred. These men 
were arrested, tried, condemned, and justly exe- 
cuted as traitors. Are they so regarded by the 
veople of the free States? Many of them, to their 
10nor be it said, do so regard them. 

3ut while that is so, however, we hear of the 


| tolling of bells in the cities there; of draping their 


churches in mourning; of firing minute guns and 
holding meetings, convocations, over men con 

demned as trattors. We hear of men of high 
intellectual endowments addressing pretty large 
audiences, and claiming that Brown, the leader of 
these traitors, occupies a position higher than tha 

of the Saviour of mankind. One of them went 
so far as to say that the mission of Christ was « 
failure, but that the mission or death of John 
Brown was a success. And, sir, these things are 

being done in many different localities, evidencing 
that there is a feeling there, extensively existing 
in the free States, that will sanction the utmost 


| violence, the utmost disregard of constitutional 


obligations and guarantees, the utmost a 
of all laws and rights. These men are willing 
to engage, if they had the courage, in murder, 


| arson, and every species of crime that could em- 
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barrass and harass a people. The existence, 
Mr. Clerk, of such feelings as these, have awak- 
ened the most profound sense of apprehension 
as to whether our experiment of self-govern- 
ment is to go on successfully. The great idea of 
the American Revolution was, that the people were 
capable of self-government, because of the pre- 
dominance of the intellectual and reasoning fac- 
ulties; that they could understand compacts, con- 
stitutions, and laws; appreciate the value of society, 
and maintain compacts, constitutions, and laws, 
and the best interests of society, by observing the 
rules of right with reference to all. This was the 
great essential idea of the American Revolution, 
and it is the one upon which our experiment of 
self-government still rests; it is one worthy of 
being pondered over by all men who seck to ex- 
periment upon the destruction of any of the con- 
stitutional guarantees secured to the people of this 
Union. 

If, sir, agitation like this shall induce men—in 
sufficient bodies to control the legislation of their 
own States, and to control the action of the Fed- 
eral Government—to depart from the essential 
character of the Federal Constitution; to cease to 
regard the Federal Government as one of limited 
and specially defined powers; to assume that this 
question of slavery, or any other question, is a 
question to be controlled by the popular will of 
a majority of the people of the whole Union, as 
against the spirit of the Constitution, which had 
for one of its leading @bjects the protection of 
minorities—whenever the time shall come that the 
people of this country cease to respect these guar- 
antees, override the Constitution, and deny that 
protection to which the people are entitled under 
the Constitution, then they will have demonstrated 
that our experiment of self-government is a fail- 
ure. Then they will have demonstrated that some 
form of government is necessary by which power 
can be brought to bear upon men who will not 
respect compacts and contracts. That, sir, has 
been one of the startling features of this agitation, 


and it is one that should command the attention | 
of those who are charged with the duty of legis- | 
It is one which || 


lating for the American people. 
has aroused the solicitude of the people of the 
southern States, as well as of all the conservative 
men inthe northern States. Itis one of the points 


of reflection that has excited the deepest appre- 
hension of the growing strength and increasing | 
It constitutes | 


power of the Republican party. 
one of the reasons why the conservative men in 
this Hall, whether they be Democrats, Americans, 
or anti-Lecompton Democrats, should all come 
together for the common purpose of showing to 
the nation that they have the patriotism to rise 
above their ordinary prejudices in reference to 
ordinary political questions, and meet the com- 
mon enemy, which, by its success, will tend still 
further to endanger the perpetuity of our Gov- 
ernment. 

To the candidate presented by the Republican 

arty, personally, I have no more objection than 
T would have to any man occupying the political 


position which he occupies; but, viewing the con- | 


sequences which must result from his election, 
I object to it; for it must be apparent that if that 
party has the power to place him in the Speaker’s 
chair, it will act as an encouragement to the mem- 
bers of that party throughout the country. It 
will give volume and force to the movements of 
that organization, and will aid them in their strug- 
gle for the Presidency. The country sees and 
understands this, and we had as well comprehend 
it in our positions and responsibility as members 
of this House; in determining whether we will act 
in union in preventing the election of one whose 
election will have these results. While its effect 
is to give prestige to that party, while it is to in- 
crease its power, while it is to consolidate its 
organization, its effect will be also still further to 
dishearten and disorganize the elements of this 
Government which are opposed to that party, and 
cause the people to look, not here to Washington, 
not to the Federal Government, for protection, 
but to look, as a last resort, to their separate sov- 
ereignties at home for the vindication of their 
rights, the preservation of their equality, and the 
security of that liberty which may be denied them 
under the Federal Constitution through the action 
of the Federal Government. 

Having now stated these objections, Mr. Clerk, 
to the success of that party, I shall address a few 
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remarks to those with whom it has been my pleas- 
| ure to actin this body—to all political parties here 


which stand aloof from the Republican organiza- 


| tion. 


Mr. Clerk, when we met here at the convening 
of this Congress, the Democratic members, or at 
least most of them, assembled for the purpose of 


| consulting as to the course Which they would 
| pursue in reference to the organization. They 
| selected a candidate for Speaker, a gentlemen of | 

long experience in this body, a gentleman of ac- 


knowledged ability, a gentleman who would no 
doubt have discharged the duties of that office with 
equal and exact justice to all the interests of the 
country, and to all parties in the House. His 
name was presented.under the supposition that in 


the condition of things that existed in the coun- 
| try, it might command the support of those who 


are opposed to a Republican organization. Bal- 
lotings for a week or two demonstrated that it 
would not have that effect; demonstrated that the 


| Americans were disinclined, as they said, to vote | 
for him, not because of any objection to him per- | 

| sonally, but because he was the nominee of the 

| Democratic party. 
and to have their political position recognized by | 


They desired to be consulted 


being made a party to the election of a Speaker. 
The gentleman from Virginia, with a magna- 


| nimity justly portrayed by the gentleman from 
Ragga 

ing, when the condition of things existed which | 
| 1 have stated, came forward and withdrew his 
| name from the contest, in order to enable the ele- 


vania, [Mr. Monrcomery,] this morn- 


ments in opposition to the Republican party to 
harmonize for the selection of a Speaker upon a 


national and conservative basis, and to select one | 


whose election would not have the effect to startle 
the country. An effort was then made to secure 


| the election of Mr. Borexer, of Virginia, a mem- 
ber of the southern Opposition. When, in his | 


judgment, his election was impracticable, he rose 
and, with a magnanimity characteristic of just 


posed that of one of his colleagues, General Mit- 
son, Whose long experience in this body, universal 


courtesy, clear intellectand true heart,commended | 


him toallwho knewhim. We rallied to his sup- 
port, but we failed to secure his election. Subse- 


| quently, successive efforts were in vain made to | 


elect Mr. Maynanp, of Tennessee, Mr. Scort, of 


California, and Mr. Davis, of Indiana, and others. || 


We have not yet agreed. Why, sir, is it that 
we are unable to agree? I put the question to all 
the gentlemen concerned; to the Democratic party, 


| to the Americans, and to the anti-Lecompton men. 
| Our purpose has een manifested to consolidate 
| the conservative elements of this House. 
shown in the withdrawal of the formal candidates | 


It was 


of the several parties opposed to the Republicans. 
It is true, Mr. Clerk, that those parties have each 
their distinct political principles; but it is also true 


| that those principles are of a nature to allow of 


their settlement after an organization—to allow of 
their being held in abeyance until the greater ques- 
tion has been decided whether the principles of 


the Constitution, the rights of the States, and the | 


rights of the people of the States shall be vindi- 
cated. 
of those parties is to trample upon the Constitu- 
tion; on the contrary, it is conceded that their ob- 


jects are patriotic, that they are national—at least, | 


sir, that they are not sectional. It is not neces- 
sary that the Democracy should recede from their 
position in favor of the preservation of the re- 
served rights of the States, and the maintenance 


of a strict construction of the Constitution, and || 


the other cardinal doctrines of that party. ‘It is 


not proposed that they shall make any conces- || 


sion of any of their political principles; nor is it 
necessary. 
floor the advocates of their peculiar opinions on 
the subject of naturalization and other adminis- 
trative subjects, Itis not asked that they shall 
concede their opinions upon any one of them, It 
is not asked—nor is it necessary for an organiza- 
tion of this House—that cither of those parties 
shall be humiliated. 

Anti-Lecompton men differ from Democrats 
upon a single question, or, at the utmost, upon 
two questions: they differ from others of the Same 
political faith with reference to the propriety of 
the action of the Administration during the last 
uestion of the admission of 
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Itis not pretended that the obier of either | 


Americans can still stand upon this | 


January's 











to them with all deference that that is a dead ques- 
tion, one that cannot be revived: it is one by its 
nature not enduring. Cannot we bury that differ- 
ence, which is now dead, and come together? It 
may be said, too, that they have a particular view 
in reference to the power of the people of the Terri- 
tories over the question of slavery. Suppose they 
have, will the fact that they have a particular view 
as to what may be done by the people of a yet un- 
peopled Territory, now interpose, in advance of 


' the time when that question will properly come up, 
_and be a bar to a union of brethren of a common 


political faith ? With all deference to them, it does 
seem to me that Democrats upon this floor should 
not be separated by a dead issue, on the one hand, 
or by an issue far in the future on the other—one 
to which we have not yet reached; one, as I stated 
yesterday, that will be disposed of in the march 
of events by circumstances independent of any 
opinions we may now entertain, or any action 
which Congress may hereafter adopt 
As I stated yesterday, nobody now expects 
that slavery will go into Washington or Nebraska 
or Kansas. Slavery already exists in Utah and 
New Mexico, and is protected there. Who de- 
sires to disturb the question in either of those 
Territories? When they come to ask for admis- 
sion as States, they will dispose of the question 
for themselves. With that the whole Union will 
be content. In the presentcontingency that mat- 
ter cannot, therefore, be any ground for objection. 
Why is it, then, that, in reference to things futile 
and flimsy as these, Democrats upon this floor 
shal] be divided upon a vital question—the ques- 
tion of the maintenance of the ascendency of the 
national party, which has for its object the preser- 
vation of the Union and the Constitution, against 
| the success of a party, the whole current of whose 
policy has been to disregard that Constitution and 
that Union, and the rights of one half of these 
| States? It does seem to me that we ought to 


|| think of these things when we recollect that we 
and honorable men, withdrew his name, and pro- | 


have been here for five weeks balloting for Speaker, 
whilst important interests demand our action, as 
has been eloquently shown this morning. 

We have heard it stated that thousands of mail 
contractors throughout this country are now go- 
ing into bankruptcy and ruin because they were 
at the last session deprived of their just appro- 
oriation, and which at this session is still with- 
Vreld from them. ‘That responsibility rests upon 
us; and the responsibility upon the men-who fost 
that appropriation ought to be remembered by the 
country. Shall we by our action still further with- 


|| hold payment from those who have performed the 


| public service? Shall we violate our plighted faith, 
aid drive them to ruin? Shall we do that because 
of the party differences of the Democrats, Ameri- 
cans, andanti-Lecompton men? Goto the honest 
| farmers of the country, in any section of it, and ask 
them if these differences are of such a character as 
to prevent a union of the conservative elements of 
this House. Appeal to them whether we ought to 
unite and defeat the sectional Republican party, 
and their response wouldbe in the affirmative unan- 
imously. Go, sir, tothe myriads of mechanics in 
this country, who have nothing to do with politics, 
and who love their country—men who live by 
| honest toil, and not by the miserable trade of politi- 
cians; ask them, and they will reply that, like con- 
servative, true men, we ought to unite and organ- 
| ize this House upon a national basis. Go to the 
| great commercial interests of this nation; ask 
| their judgment, and see what their response will 
' be o to the professional and social interests of 
this nation, and ask of them. All of them, away 
| from the mire and filth of politics, will say it is 
our duty, as men of sense and as patriots, to or- 
| ganize this House upona national basis. Where, 
then, is the objection? . 

I must state, with due respect to the positions 
of all men, that the objection, if objection there 
be, will be found among the trading politicians 


| 


| who aim to live by party associations, and by an 
| apparent devotion to a particular abstract 


ropo- 
| sition. Why, sir, go to the villages and find some 
| little gentleman who would be constable, or jus- 


| tice of the peace, or perhaps a colonel of militia, 
| or even a member of the Legislature, and he has 


|| Some particular dogma to which he must subor- 
|, dinate the interests of this great nation to preserve 
| the harmony of Kis political record, atid in order 
| to be a leader he must be extravagant even, dnd 


' foolish, and lose sight of that statesmanship which 
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should enter into the position of every man who | 
is called to legislate in a nation like this. Go to 
the trading politicians, then, all over the country, 
and you will find that for political purposes, for 
self-aggrandizement, for unjustifiable purposes, 
they will regard the harmonious action of national 
men as unwarranted, and will tell a national Dem- 
ocrat, if he affiliate with an American he must be 
proscribed. They will tell an American, if he | 
affiliate with a Democrat that he must be pro- 
scribed, and is not true to the original faith. They 
will tell an anti-Lecompton Democrat that he must 
be proscribed if he does not hold the isolated idea 
of that section of the Democracy. Such, sir, is 
the character of those men. 

It is one of the misfortunes of this nation to be 
controlled too much by this contemptible class of | 
trading politicians, who will look rather to what | 
they suppose to be their own interest and self- 
siaiadicenbent, than to the advancement of the 
good ends of the Government, and justice to all 
men. I will hope that gentlemen Rotloned with | 
seats upon this Noor will take a loftier and holier 
conception of their duty; that they will consider 
that we are engaged ina struggle between national | 
conservatism and sectionalism; that it is to be | 
the success of unconstitutional and sectional prin- 
ciples upon the one hand, or of conservatism and 
national principles upon the other. Let us, then, 
come together, and secure the organization by 
proper concessions. I have tried from the begin- 


ning, so far as I am concerned as an individual 


member, to evidence my disposition to concession 


I voted for the nominee of the Democratic party | 


while his name was before the House. I subsc- 
quently voted for an American, for an anti-Le- 
compton Democrat, and for others who have been 
presented with any reat tine of success. 

ready to do so again. 


that the opposition elements to the Republican 
party can be concentrated upon some American 
or anti-Lecompton Democrat, I am prepared to 
give him my support. 


It iscommon, upon all occasions, for gentlemen | 


to say thatthey desire an organization ofthe House 
It is true that a few gentlemen have expressed 
themselves as disinclined to supportany man not 
of their own particular party; but if an honest 


effort is made to concentrate the elements in op- | 


position to the Republican party, in order to secure 
an election which will have a tendency to restore 
in some degree the repose and sense of security 
that this nation formerly enjoyed, the few gentle- 


men heretofore disinclined to separate, from their | 


particular personal preferences, might be induced 
to view from a more exalted stand-point the obli- 


gations and duties imposed upon them, and to || 


consider, with a nearer scrutiny, the responsibil- 
ity they must assume in defeating a national man 
of any party, end in securing the success of a sec- 
tional party. 


venture that the verdict would be one universal 
response in favor of a union of the conservative 
elements here for the purpose of an organization. 
I think it is a mistaken apprehension forany man, 


who feels that he represents an enlightened con- | 
stituency, to suppose that they would hold in 


a against him the fact that he separated 
iimself from his -immediate political associates 
for the purpose of success against the Republicans, 
and yoted for gentlemen of another political party 
who entertained national opinions, and advoctead 
national principles. The fact that we may unite 
for this praiseworthy purpose—for the purpose of 


organizing the House and restoring a sense of | 


safety and repose to the people of the nation—will 
bind us no longer than the purpose exists for 
which we entered into that understanding. After 
an organization, other questions will arise, and 
every man, of course, will stand absolved from any 
associations we may make for this purpose, and be 
at perfect liberty to pursue his own course upon 
all questions that may arise. His political relations 
with his own party will be retained for all purposes 
except this of an organization. 

Mr. Clerk, I desire here to make a few sugges- 
tions of a general character, not relating to the 
organization of this House. I should have made 
these suggestions in another place, where they 
would have come in with more propriety, had 


If the question were submitted to | 
the conservative men of this nation, outside of the | 
Republican party, without distinction of party, I || 
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I am | 
fmy individual preferences | 
were consulted, of course, I should prefer a Dem- | 
ocrat to fill the Speaker’s chair; butif it be found 








| tice to all parts of the country. 


| ple. 






they not escaped my attention at the time. The 
time has arrived in this country when there is a 
serious apprehension upon the part of the people 
of fifteen States of this Union that they are no 
longer to be recognized as equals. They think 
the evidences have accumulated to such an ex- 
tent, that it is almost fruitless longer to hope for 
political equality in the Union. 1] am not one of 
those who habitually seize on every occasion to 
declare my distrust of the Union, to say that I 
am dissatisfied with the Union, or that I desire te 
see it dissolved. It isthe last desire of my heart. 
In the section where I live, all the power of a sec- 
tional spirit has been arrayed against me because 


|| of my supposed devotion to the Constitution and 


to the Union of these States. I have invariably 
tried to present the most favorable aspect of af- 
fairs—that most calculated to encourage hope. I 
appreciate the valuable blessings of liberty, civil 
and religious, of universal prosperity, and of un- 
equaled happiness. 

It has been my hope, sir, that these blessings 
should be perpetuated; arid on every proper occa- 
sion I have come forward to do whatever I could 
to that end. I am ready, if I understand my own 
heart, to make, individually, any earthly sacrifice 
that would tend to preserve the Constitution and 
the Union; that would tend to preserve the rights 
of the people; the fraternity and harmony of feel- 
ing of the people. I have been willing to go out 
of public life on that test. I am willing and ready 
to take my stand in favor of the principles of jus- 
3ut whatever 
may be my own personal opinions, it is not now 
to be disguised that the people of one half of the 


|| Union are seriously alarmed about their political 


rights. They, too, fear that the Constitution can- 
not be preserved in its purity; and believe that 
their equality in the Union cannot long continue. 
They believe that there is a great numerical ma- 
jority against the institution of slavery; that there 
is a disposition to trample on their constitutional 
rights, and to brand them with degradation and 
inferiority. Sir, this feeling must be arrested, or 
the Government cannotendure. Gentlemen need 
not talk about coercion. Thatis as idle as the 
wind. I make no distinction between the people 
of the North and of the South. They are of the 
same common lineage, are animated by the same 
purposes, governed by the same spirit of progress, 
animated by the same character of will, have the 
same power of intellect to comprehend theirrights, 
and the same determined purpose to maintain 
them. 

The fifteen southern States of this Union have, 


| so far as climate, soil, productions, and minerals 


are concerned, all the elements of a nation. They 
occupy the largest and best portion of the Union. 
I concede that they are not so well developed. 


The South is young in point of settlement. It has | 


less commerce. It is more devoted to agricul- 
ture. But, sir, if the South is driven to its own 
resources, it has them, and will develop all the 
elements of a great civilization, agricultural, com- 
mercial, mechanical, literary, social, and every- 
thine that can make the character of a great peo- 
It is idle to think that this is not so. he 
people of the South understand their résources, 
and know their power. It is a question of right; 
and we look at itin that light. We ought to look 
at it and understand it in that light. The people 
of the South know their rights, and expect to 
maintain them. They have made frequent con- 
cessions. But now the time has come when gen- 


| tlemen may rest assured that no other concession 


will be made that affects the rights of the people 
of the South. They will now stand upon their 
rights. 

But, sir, the apprehensions that they are to be 
oppressed by a great sectional party are not lim- 
ited to the South. They extend to millions of 
freemen in the northern States—intelligent, patri- 
otic, just men, who look to the preservation of 
the Union and of the Constitution in its original 
and true spirit. I know it has been said taunt- 
ingly of these northern men that they are adjuncts 
to the slave power. Shame for the want of patri- 
otic inspiration ought to choke the utterance of 
such an expression. If I have ever beheld any 
one spectacle that inspired me with more admira- 
tion than any other, it has been the great contest 
in which these men have been engaged against 
passions and prejudices, cultivated by falsehood, 
and stimulated by heated and inflammatory dec- 


into it. 
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lamation. It has been the calm stand which they 
have taken on the Constitution, regarding it as a 
bend of union; considering the Government as 
one of limited and specifically delegated powers, 
recognizing the rights of the States to regulate 
their domestic institutions, and feeling that ay 
have no responsibility for these institutions. I ac 
mire the men who stand upon this patriotic emi- 
nence, animated by a purpose of maintaining those 
principles which uphold the Government; strug- 
gling against fanaticism, fraud, and falsehood; 
struggling against those who repudiate the Con- 
stitution, repudiate the action of Congress, and 
repudiate the decisions of the Supreme Court. 
This great intellectual and political struggle, pre- 
sents a spectaclo which should awaken pride in 
the heart of every patriot throughout the land. 

I have heard men talk of reading others out of 
the Democratic party for minorreasons. I would 
to God that we could read halfa million of them 
When the Constitution and the Union 
are vindicated and sectionalism rebuked, then we 


| can settle administrative questions on convictions 
| of duty. 


j What a spectacle would it be to-day if 
sectionalism could be buried, and if men from 


' Maine, New York, and Pennsylvania, uniting 
with those from Virginia, the Carolinas, and 


Louisiana, should come together and form a party 
on one side, and men from the same States come 
together and form a party on the other side, on 
administrative questions—thus evidencing the 
fraternity of feeling and the nationality of polit- 
ical organization! With what joy the heart of 
every patriot in the country would leap at such a 
spectacle ! 

3ut while this is the earnest desire of my heart, 
I have to say to these gentlemen that if they are 
determined to carry on this crusade, it rests with 
the people of the free States to arrest their career 
if they ean. If they cannot do it—and I, as one 
from the South, will lend them all the aid I can, 
sympathizing with all my heart and soul in their 
efforts, and willing to do all I can to assist them 
in their good and patriotic work—if they cannot 


| do it, I believe the time has come when the people 


oucht no longer to refy upon the action of Con- 
gress for the settlement of this question; but ought 
to appeal to the sovereign States themselves to 
put an end to this agitation. If, in the coming 
election, it shall appear that the conservative ele- 
ments in the North canndt prevail over sectional- 
ism, E shall then have reached that point at which, 
so far as I have any influence, I shall urge the con- 
vening of a Congress of the southern States to 
propose an ultimatum to the free States upon 
which they will remain in political connection. 
That ultimatum should be that they shall have ad- 


ditional and specific guarantees in reference to their 


common rights in the Territories; and that they 
will remain in political connection with no State 
that will not repeal all laws intended to hinder the 
execution of the fugitive slave law. And when 
a Congress assembles for that purpose, it should 
go one step beyond, and secure some guarantee 
for the future which will protect the minority 
against the power of the majority, when it might 
be desired to oppress that minority by adverse 
| legislation on the tariff question. 

In expressing this opinion, I do not do it hast- 
ily, but from a sense of duty, from a conviction 
of its necessity—not to dissolve the Union, but to 
maintain it. Unless there is power in the free 
States to arrest this agitation, the only way in 
which the Union can be maintatned ts, that we 


| should make a clear and specific indication of our 


rights, and of the conditions wpon which we will 
| remain in political association; and, if the free 
States will not agree to those conditions, then it 
| will be the first step to a separation, and, I trust, 
a peaceful separation; for, certainly, if this per- 


| petual clamor on a single subject is to be kept up, 


to atrest our practical legislation, to vitiate all 
friendly association, and to mar al! concord and 


| peace among the people of the Union, the Union, 
| undersuch circumstances, is not desirable. While 


I will do all I can to maintain the Union, it must 
be a Union under the Constitution, and in con- 
formity with the spirit of the Constitution. 

I give expression to these views, because of 
the range which this diseussion has taken, and 
because, in times like these, it is well enough that 

| we should understand each other. It is true that 
| I haye no special authority to speak for the people 
I represent, on a subject like this; and [ only speak 
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country, that the South Americans and Democrats § alterations were made, and I make this statement 
cannot unite upon any man of their own num- | in order that the matter may appear in the Globe 
ber; that they are as radically opposed to each || precisely as it occurred upon the floor of the 
other as both of them are opposed to the Repub- | House. 

licans. How, then, can this House be organized Mr. REAGAN. Before I make the statement 
except by the voluntary withdrawal of a portion | which I am about to make, let me ask the gentle- 
of the Democrats or South Americans, or by the || manif he did not revise his remarks of yesterday, 
adoption of the plurality rule? || and change the question in its sense? 

We are told that there is a body of men in this Mr. GOOCH. Notatall. 
House who are opposed to the adoption of the | Mr. REAGAN. Then I will state how the 


rights and intend to maintain them, and to adopt | 
the hecessary measures to maintain them. 

Leaving this subject, and coming back to the 
question of organization, I have offered such rea- 
sons as occurred to me why we should make a 
united and energetic effort to organize the House 
on conservative principles. The gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. asi the other day, made a sug- 
gestion which at the ime met my approval—at 


a 


least, I thought it a sensible suggestion. He sug- 


gested that it was necessary that there should be | 


some understanding in relation to the matter be- 


tween the parties which are opposed to the Re- | 
publican party. There seemed to ean impression, 
when he spoke, that he referred to some improper | 
bargaining. [ did not so understand it. The gen- | 


dleman, | apprehend, intended no such meaning 
to be attached to his expression. I simply under- 


stood him as announcing that which every man || 


knows to be true, that this House could not be 
organized by an agreement of all these elements 
unless their political positions should be recog- 
nized in that organization; and it must be reeog- 
nized by some understanding that they are to be 


| plurality rule. 


I wish to know upon what prin- 
ciple they can oppose the adoption of that rule? 


| cannot be chosen? Is it not known that the Con- 
stitution confers upon this House the power of 
selecting its own officers, and that, having that 
power, they may exercise it in any way they see 


fit? And if a majority of this House sees fit to | 
appoint a committee, and give authority to that | 
| committee to designate the man who is to occupy | 


the Speaker’s chair, common sense and common 


reason tell us that it is the exercise of power by | 
| a majority; and if a majority of those assembled 
| here see fit, in this exigency, to adopt the plural- | 


Has it been discovered that a majority must com- | 
bine in the choice of a Speaker, or thata Speaker | 


alteration to which he refers occurred. A proof 
sheet of the debate was submitted to me this 
morning. It will be perceived that the question 
proper is as to whether it would be in vio- 
ation of the principles of natural justice to abolish 
slavery in the States where it does not exist? 

Mr. GOOCH. No, sir. If the gentleman will 
permit me, I did not use the word ‘‘abolish;”’ I 
used the word ‘‘exclude.”’ 

Mr. REAGAN. Then it simply amounts to 
this: I misapprehended the question of the gen- 
tleman. When the proof sheet was submitted 
to me, without looking particularly at the words, 
the idea occurred to me, inasmuch as we were 
discussing the question of abolishing slavery, that 


ne 


respected in the selection of the men who are to 
officer this House. I do not think that that isan 


| ity rule, to say that inasmuch as we are unable to 
give a majority to any particular man, we will 


Fe aaa 


the idea expressed was the same, and that there 
had been some error in propounding the question. 


improper feeling. I think it is a correctone. For 
myself, I sanction it. I was disposed to think 
favorably of the suggestion made by the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. Anperson,] the day before 
yesterday, that a committee of each party should 
come together and consult, and select a ticket upon 
which we can all unite; but that suggestion has 
not been acted upon, and I have not seen any evi- 
dence that it is likely to be acted on. 

Now, this idea has occurred to me, and I would 
suggest it, although, of course, it will be entitled 
to little weight, coming from one of such poor pre- 
tensions as myself: it is, that the members of the 
Democratic, American, and anti-Lecompton par- 
ties come together and, in a spirit —poeee fra- 
ternity, selecta ticket. Letit be understood that 
the mere act of coming together binds no one to 
the support of the ticket that may be selected, but 
that an agreement after ¢doming together shall 
bindthem. My opinion is, thatifa spirit of patri- 
otism, of conciliation, of concession should actu- 
ate us, we could come together and select a ticket 
which can be elected, and thus an organization can 
be secured on a national basis—one that will have 


some tendency at least to restore the country, | 


distracted as it is at present, to peace and repose. 
Mr. WELLS. Mr. Clerk, we are now near 
the termination ef the fifth week since we have at- 
tempted to organize this House by the election of 
a Speaker. I was much pleased by the remark 
of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. McRag,} 
who said that he was a fair man; and I believe he 
would like to see fair play. 
that in this pugilistic ring—for it cannot be called 
much better—there is nothing like fair play, so long 
as the great majority of the Republican members 
upon this floor.conceive it to be their duty to sa 
nothing until, by the selection of a Presiding Offi- 


ST 


Now, itseemsto me, | 


| agree that the man whom a plurality elects shall | 
| Sit in the Speaker’s chair, it 1s the act of the ma- 


jority. So I say, letus talk no more in regard to 


acting under a sense of grave responsibility, vote; 


conclusion. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Will the gentleman give 
| way to enable me to move that a vote be taken 
for Speaker ? 

Mr. WELLS. 1 cannot gt this moment. Mr. 
Clerk, I came here to work, I came here to vote, 
and when the turkey is hot I do not mean to go 
to my dinner if I can help it—I am ready to sit 


accomplish the election of Speaker. 


let us resolve that we will not talk; neither will 
we feast upon the good things of this world, 
while our constituents, the mail contractors of the 
country, are suffering, and in danger of bank- 
raptey: 

x 


ity rule, and sooner or later it hasgot to be adopted. 
Let those gentlemen, whether they be ten, twenty, 





the act which they see fit to do. 
Mr.GOOCH. I rise to a question of privilege. 
I desire to correct a report in the Globe. Yester- 
| day, after I had put one or two interrogatories to 
the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. Reacan,] and 


|| received his answers, I put this one: 


| 

| * If that be so, then, if I understand the gentleman, it is 
| also in violation of the common principles of justice to ex- 
| clude slavery from any State in the Union where it does 


the general principles of the Republican, or Amer- | 
ican, or the Democratic party, but let us, like men | 


vote on, and vote ever, until we come to some 


here until to-morrow’s cock crows if necessary to | 
Let us sit | 
silently and quietly, but firmly, in the discharge of | 
our duty to our constituents and to the country, | 


ir, I am in favor of the adoption of the plural- | 


fifty, or a hundred,assume the responsibility when | 
they say they will not vote forthe plurality rule, | 
and stand before the country responsible to it for | 





I thought that the gentleman intended to ask 
whether it was in accordance with the principles 
of natural justice to abolish slavery where it did 
exist. That was about all of it. Esoaettionted 
that the word ‘‘ not’? was put there by mistake, 
from the character of the answer I made at the 
time, as given to me this morning. I apprehended 
that [ had not rightly understood the question. 
The question and answer, as they appeared to me, 
had a nonsensical character, which was perhaps 
my fault. The gentleman speaks of excluding 
slavery where it did not exist. If I had under- 
stood his question, I should have felt only sur- 
prised that he should have asked it in relation to 
excluding slavery from the States where it does 
not exist, 

If I now understand the gentleman’s question, it 
was with reference to the exclusion of slavery 
from States where it does not exist. Why, sir, 
there is nobody, not even a tyro in politics, who 
recognizes the doctrine of State rights and consti- 
tutional obligation, that will say the General Gov- 
ernment has anything to do with that question, 
nor has any other State anything to do with that 

uestion beyond its own limits. Fer instance: the 

tates of this Union cannot prohibit slavery inéhe 
State of Massachusetts, either by the principles of 
the Constitution or the principles of natural right. 
lam only astonished, since the gentleman has made 
his explanation, that such a question should have 
been propounded to me. I presume that there is 
nota man in the Union who supposes that any 
State has any right over the question of slavery 
in any other State, or that the Federal Govern- 
ment has any control over the question of slavery 
in any of the States, beyond the return of fugi- 
tive eiaka I distinctly recognize the doctrine of 
State rights—that the States of this Union have 


the absolute, unconditional control of their do- 
mestic institutions. If a State has not slavery, 
there is no power in any State, or in all the States 3 
combined, or in the Federal Government, to force : 


cer over this assemblage, we are prepared to trans- 
act the business of the nation. i am, myself, per- || not now exist.” 

feetly satisfied, that had the policy which seems The answer to it, was this: 

to have been adopted generally by the Republican ‘J think that it is not only in violation of the common 








members on this floor, been persisted in from the 
commencement, we should have been this day an 
organized body. That policy has again and again 
been departed from, as it is well understood gen- 
tlemen had a right to do; but I want to know 
whether it is fair play that on this side of the 
House our lips should be closed, whilst on the 
other side the opportunity is seized to discuss the 
principles of the disunionists of this nation, and to 
spread broadcast over the country doctrines at war 
with the stability, with the perpetuity, and with 
the peace and prosperity of our common country? 

I have not risen, sir, for the purpose of making 
a‘speech. I simply rose to this simple question: 
How are we to organize this House? Is there 
any party here able to organize it? Is there any 
party here that has a majority? Every man in 
this assembly and in the whole country knows 
that no such party exists in this House; that no 
such party is represented here. 

In one of two ways only can it be organized. 
It is well understood that the Republicans have 
polled their entire vote. Not aman more can be 
added to their number. It is well understood 
throughout the whole length and breadth of the 





principles of justice, but in violation of the Constitution of 
the United States.” 
In the Globe of to-day, as printed, I find it thus: 


“Mr. Goocn. If that be so, then, if I understand the 
| gentleman, it is also in violation of the common principles 
| of justice to exclude slavery from any State in the Union 

where it now exists.” 

The question is altered by striking out the 
words ‘‘does not.’’? The answer, then, 1s printed: 

“Mr. ReaGcan. I think that it is not only in violation 
of the common principles of justice, but, if done by Federal 
authority, a violation of the Constitution of the United 
States.” 

The words ‘‘but if done by Federal authority”’ 
are inserted in the Globe.of to-day, when they 
were not used in debate yesterday, or in the an- 
swer to my question yesterday. The question is 
altered and the answer is altered, from the report 
as taken by the reporter. i 

I find in a slip which I have received from the 
Globe office, that it was printed and struck off 
precisely as it occurred, and eeeeny. as written 
down by the reporter for the Globe, but I find in 
the Globe, as it comes to us, the alterations which 

‘I have mentioned. 1 know not by whom the 


slavery upon it; and if a State desires to have 
slavery, there is no power in the Federal Gov- 
ernment, in any State, or all the States combined, 
eo gesvent it from having it. ° 
he whole thing then, sir, has grown out of a 
misapprehension. I am sorry that I did not ap- 
rehend the gentleman’s question at the timé. If 
t had, I would not have made the nonsensical 
answer which appears in the Globe; and I am glad 
that the gentleman has called attention to it. 

Mr. GOOCH. I am willing that the House 
shall judge as to whether the question was non- 
sensical or not. They will, of course, judge in 
relation to the answer. The gentleman did state 
that it is contrary to the principles of natural jus- 
tice to exclude slavery from the Territories at the 
time of the adoption of their State constitutions. 
I think he will not deny that. 

Mr. REAGAN. That is what I did say. 

Mr. GOOCH. I then wanted to know whether 
the gentleman wentfurther. I knew he must do it. 
I asked him whether, if it was contrary to the 

rinciples of natural justice toexclude it from new 
Bates at the time of the adoption of their consti- 
tutions, it was not also contrary to the principles 
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of natural justice to continue the exclusion, or to 
keep slavery excluded, afterwards? 

Mr. REAGAN. I want to state, and I hope 
that it will be satisfactory to the gentleman, that 
the reason I said it was contrary to natural justice 
to abolish slavery, was because of “ recognition 
of slaves as property. I recognize them as prop- 
erty. In the States where slavery exists, they 
are recognized as property. If a man goes with 
his slaves into the common territory to associate 
with other people there, to build up new commu- 
nities, those slaves are there held as property. 
When that community comes to form a State 
government, I said that in forming a State consti- 
tution, and constructing its sovereignty, it had the 
power under the Federal Constitution to exclude 
slavery; but that that power was the exercise of a 
revolutionary right which destroyed private prop- 
erty, and that the exercise of any revolutionary 
right which ena private property is a viola- 
tion of the principles of natural justice. 

Now, sir, the gentleman misapprehends me 
when he comes to the other question, and asks 
me whether the same principle is to be invoked in 
the exclusion of slavery from the States where it 
does not exist. I tell him no; that is a different 
thing. Slavery does not exist in his State; his 
State is a sovereignty for the purpose of regulating 
that subject. A man has a natural right to retain 
his slaves as property where slavery exists; but 
he has not a natural right to go and hold that prop- 
erty against the laws of a sovereignty where sla- 
very does not exist. While I will havea right to 
goand settle with my slave property in any of the 
common territories, and assist to decide, at the 
proper time, upon its domestic institutions, yet, 


sir, I would not have the right to go into an ex- | 


isting sovereignty and hold slave property there, 
unrecognized as property in that sovereignty, in 
defiance of the law. Therefore, sir, it would not 
be a violation of the principles of natural justice 
if Massachusetts, in her sovereign capacity, 
should exclude slavery from her limits. 


Mr. GOOCH. If I understand the gentleman, | 


he holds that a man who lives under one govern- 
ment or sovereignty,although he may have what 
the law recognizes as property under. that sover- 
eignty, still, if he goes into another State under 
another and a different sovereignty, he has no 
right to claim that the property which he holds 
shall there be regarded as property. 

Mr. REAGAN. 


gentleman rightly understands me. 


Mr. GOOCH. Does the gentleman understand 


my question ? 

r. REAGAN. I will say I understand that, 
by principles of natural justice—I put it upon 
that ground—the people have a right to organize 
a government and adopt institutieas suited to 
their tastes and wishes. Having organized that 
government, no man has a right, upon a claim of 
natural justice, to interfere with the sovereign au- 
thority of that State. That is one case, and that 
answers one question. 

But, sir, a man who, as it were, in a state of 


nature—if you can imagine such a state, for the | 


territorial condition comes next to that—goes with 


others into the common territories, with prop- | 
erty recognized by the laws, has an interest in | 


the formation of the common government. 


It is true that the law of nations recognizes the | 


right of nations, in their sovereign capacity and as 
a revolutionary right, to destroy property. That 
has often been recognized and acted upon. It has 
been so adjudicated by the courts of this and 
other countries. But while it is a revolutionary 
right, while it is the right of power—I say that 
when it comes to the destruction of the private 
property of partners to the formation of the Gov- 
ernment, it is in derogation of natural right, a vio- 
lation of the private rights of the particular indi- 
viduals whose property is stricken down. 

Mr. GOOCH. 
consider that he has answered the question I have 

ut to him; but I fail to see that he has answered 

it. I am willing to let the question stand if he is 
willing to let the answer stand. 

One word more, and I have done. It secms to 
me that the alteraticn of the question put by one 


gentleman, and the alteration of the answer made | 
with the record of | 


by another, is taking a libert 
our proceedings as made up in the Globe, which 
should not be done. 

Mr. REAGAN. Certainly, if I have done the 


I do not know whether the | 


r. Clerk, the gentleman may | 
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gentleman from Massachusetts injustice, | owe 
him an apology. Anything! did was done in all 
fairness; I did not wish to place the gentleman in 
any false position. I thought that | had expressed 
myself clearly unul I saw the report of the de- 
bates. In the debate, the answer attributed to 
me as an answer il reply to the question that is 
attributed to the gentleman, seemed to me to be 
nonsensical. I could notimagine that the gentle- 
man could have asked me such aquestion. I did 
not, at the time, understand him as asking me 
sucha question. I thought we were talking about 
abolishing slavery. Thatexplains the striking out 
of the word **not.’’? And so firmly was that idea 
fixed in my mind, that I still believed that the 
word ‘*abolish’’ was there until the gentleman 
stated that it was not. I thought it unnecessary 
to talk of abolishing slavery where it did not ex- 
ist, and therefore I said to the reporter that it 
must be a mistake. But I beg the gentleman’s 
pardon, if I did him injustice, and I assure him I 


was actuated by the utmost good faith, 


Mr. GOOCH. I will say that I am satisfied 
with the explanation, so far as Iam concerned. 

Mr. WINSLOW. This thing being satisfac- 
torily adjusted, I move that the House now pro- 
ceed to a vote for Speaker. 

Mr. KEITT. I move that there be a call of 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The roll of the House was called! when the 
following gentlemen failed to answer to their 
names: 

Messrs. Ashley, Ashmore, Barr, Brown, Clemens, Clark 
B. Cochrane, Curry, Dimmick, Haskin, Irvine, Jenkins, 
Jones, Kunkel, McKean, Moorhead, Pottle, Reynolds, 
Stallworth, Stevenson, Van Wyck, Woodson, and Wright. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. AVERY stated that Mr. Wricur had 
paired off with Mr. Haskin until to-morrow at 
twelve o'clock, m. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE sstated that Mr. 
Kunke had paired off with Mr. McKean for the 
day. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, stated that 
Mr. AsHLey was 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE sstated that 
AsuHMoRE was paired with Mr. Port e. 

Mr. WINSLOW stated that Mr. Curry was 
paired with Mr. Curtis. 

i; Mr. CRAWFORD stated that Mr. Jones was 
paired with Mr. Irvine. 

Mr. BURNETT. I understand from the gen- 
tleman with whom imy colleague, [Mr. Steven- 
sON,] was paired, that the pair expired at twelve 
o’clock to-day. My colleague was called home 
by urgent business, and he went also with a view 
to bring his family to this city. 


Mr. 


been here but for the interruption of travel by 
| the weather. 
doubt the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Nrxon,] or some other gentleman upon that side 
will pair with him. 

Mr. NIXON. Under the circumstances I will 
continue my pair with him. 

The absentees were then reported as above re- 
corded. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Before we proceed to a 


vote I wish to say that a Democrat is absent from 


possible he will be brought here. 

Mr. CONKLING. [I move to dispense with 
all further proceedings under the call. 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
absent sltould not come, and if a gentleman upon 
the other side will pair with him, we can go on 
with the vote. 

Mr.GROW. 
this sort of thing. 


|| any difficulty about it. , 
Mr. GROW. I thought it was understood yes- 


this session which never existed before, and it 
ought to be discarded. 


If centlemen cannot take 


care of their own pairs, others ought not to do it | 


for them. 
Mr. WINSLOW. 


i! under the call. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 





oaired off with Mr. CLemens. | 


I know he is on | 
| the way here now, and probably he would have | 


Under the circumstances I have no | 


sickness; a carriage will be sent for him, and if |) 
If the gentleman who is | 


I understood we were done with | 


Mr. WiNSLOW. There is no use in having | 


terday that gentlemen should be left to look out | 
for their own peas: A practice has grown up | 


We think differently upon | 
this side; and I call for the yeas and nays upon || 
the motion to dispense-with further proceedings | 
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The question was put; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 124, nays 90; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Babbitt, 
Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, 
Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butterfield, 
Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, Colfax, 
Coukling, Corwin, Covode, Cox, James Craig, Curtis, H. 
Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, 
Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fentoa, Ferry, 
Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, 
Hale, Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Helmick, Hickman, Hill, 
Hoard, lolman, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, Lar 
rabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnec ker, Lean Love- 
joy, Maclay, Marston, McKnight, McPherson, Miles, Mill- 
ward, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, 
Palmer, Pendleton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pot 
ter, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Seran- 
ton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stan 
ton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, ‘Tappan, Thayer, 
Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Wal 
dron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Wash 
burne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, 
and Woodruft—124. ’ 

NAYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, Botcler, Bouligny, Boyce, Brab 
son, Branch, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, 
Juhn Cochrane, Cooper, Burton Craige, Crawtord, David 
son, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, English, Eth- 
cridge, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamil 
ton, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Hind 
man, Houston, Howard, Hughes. Jackson, Keitt, Lamar, 
Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Mallory, 
Charles D. Martin? Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, McCler 
nand, McQueen, MeRae, Millson, Montgomery, Laban T. 
Moore, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Nib 
lack, Noell, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, 
Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Sickles, 
Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, 
James A. Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Under 
wood, Vallandigham, Yance, Webster, Whiteley, and 
Winslow—90. 


So all further proceedings under the call were 
dispensed with. 

During the eall, 

Mr. NIXON stated that the pair between him- 
self and Mr. Srevenson had been transferred to 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Trimnxe.} 

Mr. BRANCH said: I desire to state, in order 
that I may not be committed to a false positien, 
that I entertain the opinion that, in the present 
condition of the House, we have no power to or- 
der the Sergeant-at-Arms to bring in absent mem- 
bers. But inasmuch as we have the right to send 
the Sergeant-at-Arms to request their attendance, 
I ean properly now vote ‘*no.”’ 

The vote was then announced 
| corded, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. On our side of the 
House there is still an absent member. His ab- 
sence, I understand, is to be attributed to his sick- 
ness. I have learned that he is confined to his 
room. He has been sent for, and may arrive. I 
trust gentlemen upon the other side, under these 
circumstances, will perceive how prouee it 1s to 
attempt to make a pair with him, in order that we 
may proceed to a vote, [Cries of ‘* No!’’** No!” 
from the Republican side.] Can such a pair be 
|, made? [Cries of ** No!’’**T ae Then the action 

of gentlemen upon the other side forces me, inorder 
to provide for the contingency of this gentleman 
who is detained by sickness, to the dilatory mo- 
tion that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. BINGHAM demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. . 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
|| the negative—yeas 76, nays 135; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barrett, 
Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, 
Burch, Burnett, John B, Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Coch 
rane, Burton Craige, Crawford, Davidson, H. Winter Davis, 
John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, English, Ether 
idge, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, 
|, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hawkins, Hill, Hindman, Hous- 
ton,Jackson, Keitt, Lamar, Landrum, Leake, Logan, Love, 
Maclay, Mallory, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, May 
nard, McClernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Miilson, Syd- 
enham Moore, Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Pugh, Quarles, 
James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Sickles, Simms, 
Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, James A. 
Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vance, Webster, 
Whiteley, and Winslow—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, Willian C. Anderson, Babbitt, 
Barkedale, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bocock, Boyce, 
Brayton, Briggs, Buffintou, Burlingame, Burnham, Bur 
| roughs, Butterfield Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Horace 
| F. Clark, Colfax, Conkling, Cooper, Corwin, Covode, Cox, 
James Craig, Curtis, Reuben Davis, Dawes, Delano, Dueil, 
Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gur 
ley, fale, Hall, Hatton, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Hol 
man, Howard, Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Fran 
cis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killin 
|| ger, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, 
|| Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKnight, Me 

Pherzon, Millward, Laban T. Moore, Morrill, Edward Joy 


as above re- 
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Mortis, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, Penning- 


ton, Perry, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, Potter, Pryor,Rea- 
gan, Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, 
Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Stratton, 
Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Vallandig- 
ham, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, Wileon, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff—135. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. FOSTER, when his name was called, said: 
I wish to pay the mail contractors. I vote ‘*no.’’ 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, when his name 
was called, said: I shall vote **no’’ because my 
colleague, [Mr. Dimmick,] if he is away upon his 
own volition is away upon his own risk, and if 
he desired a pair he would naturally have ad- 
dressed himself to one of his colleagues. I am 
not aware that he has asked any of his colleagues 
upon the Pennsylvania delegation to pair with him. 
Therefore I vote against this dilatory motion. 

The questi6n recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Wiws ow that the House proceed to vote viva voce 
for Speaker, and being put, it was agreed to. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
VALLANDIGHAM. 

The CLERK appointed Mr. Barkspace one of 
the tellers, in place of Mr. Houston, who declined 
to serve. 

Mr. GRAHAM stated that as Mr. McKean, 
who had been paired off with Mr. Kunxer, was 
present, he would himself pair with Mr. Kunker 
for this day. 

TWENTY-SIXTU BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 

The House proceeded to a twenty-sixth ballot 
for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes cast, 213; necessary to a choice, 
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So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Sherman—Messts. Charlies F. Adams, Aldrich, 
Alley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayten, 
Bufiinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butterfield, 
Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, 
Covode, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, 
French, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Helmick, Hick- 
man, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, De- 
WittC. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mars- 


ton, McKean, McKnight, MePherson, Millward, Morrill, | 


Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Penning- 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Rice, Christopher Robin 


son, Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, Sedgwick,Somes, Spauld- || 
ing, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens,William Stewart, Stratton, | 


Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Vandever, 


Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Wash- || 


burn, Elihu B. Washburne, Isracl Washburn, Wells, Wil 
s0n, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff. 

For Mr. Vallandigham—Messrs. Alien, Thomas L. An- 
derson, Avery, Barksdale, Barrett, 
Boyce, Branch, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, 
Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton, 
Craige, Davidson, De Jarnette, Dimmick, English, Ed- 
mundson, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, Hamilton, John 'T’. 
Harris, Lawkins, Hindman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, 
Jackson, Keitt, Lamar, Landrum, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, 
Love, vi clay, Charles D. Martin, McClernand, McQueen, 


Pendleton, Peyton, Pryor, Reagan 
_ Simms, Singicton, William Smith, 
oe Taytor, Thomas, Underwood, Whiteley, and Wins- 
ow. . 
For Mr. Gilmer—Messts. Green Adams, William C. An- 
derson, Brabson, Briggs, Bristow, H. Winter Davis, Ether- 
idge, J. Morrison Warris, Hatton, Hill, James M. Leach, 
Maynard, Nelson, Quarles, William N. H. Smith, Stokes, 
and Webster. 
For Mr. Horace F. Clark—Messrs. Adrain, John G. 
Davis, Isaac N. Morris, and Riggs. 
For Mr. John G. Davis—Messrs. Horace F. Clark, 
Elbert 8, Martin, and Montgomery. 
For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Pouke and Holman. 
For Mr. McQueen—Messrs. Crawford and Pugh. 
For Mr. Bocock—Messrs. Reuben Davis and Ruffin. 
For Mr. Boteler—Messrs. Hardeman and Vance. 
For Mr. Nelson—Messrs. Mallory and Laban T. Moore. 
For Mr. Etheridge—Mr. Gilmer. 
For Mr. Thomas—Mr. Pheips. 
For Mr. Hardeman—Mr. Botcler. 
For Mr, William N. H. Smith—Mr. Bouligny. 
For Mr. Larrabee—Mr. James C. Robinson. 
For Mr. Houston—Mr. Vallandigham. 


Rust, Scott, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


I nominate CLemenrt L. 


1} 
} 
| 


Bocock, Bonham, | 





| 
| ton Craige,Crawford, Davidson, Reuben Davis, De 
; 





'! Queen, Miles, 





During the preceding vote, 
Mr. McCLERNAND, when his name was 
called, said: Yesterday, the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. et 

Speakership. I wi 


to be used in eonnection with the Speakership. 
I vote for Mr. VaLLanpicuam, and hope that 
gentlemen upon this side of the House who agree 
with me will concentrate their votes on him. 
' Mr. POTTER, when his name was called, said: 
The impression is very strong on my mind that 


; : | 
Mr. VaLLANDIGHAM is somewhag mixed up with | 
| 
| 


the John Brown affair, and I cannot vote for him. 
[Great laughter.] I vote for Jouw Suerman. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, when his name was 
called, said: I would like very much to vote for 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Porrer,] 
but as he is a living contradiction to the dictum of 
Shakspeare, that when the brains were out the 


/man would die, I shall vote for Geonce S. Hovs- 


ton, of Alabama. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, when his name was 
called, said: As Colonel McCLernanp does not 
wish to be voted for, I change my vote from him 
to Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I voted for Mr. 
McC.iernanp, and for the same reason I now 
change my vote, and vote for Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 

Mr. ENGLISH. 
McC enn&np yesterday, of course without any 


| consultation with him, and as he does not desire 
| the use of his name, and for the purpose of con- 

centrating the vote, | change my vote, and vote | 
|| for Mr. VaLLaNpIGHAM. 


The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, 

Mr. WINSLOW said: | move that the House 
proceed to another ballot for Speaker; and I hope 
that, if it results in no election, the House will 
then adjourn. 


|| The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I put in nomi- 


| nation Mr. Bocock, and I mean to lect that nomi- 
|| nation stand. 

Mr. RUST stated that he had paired off until | 
|| to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, with Mr. Woon. | 


TWENTY-SEVENTH BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 


The House proceeded to atwenty-seventh ballot | 
'| for Speaker, with the following result: Whole | 


number of votes cast, 211; necessary to a choice, 
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So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, 


| 
| 


|| Alley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, 
McRae, Miles, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Niblack, Noell, | 
Sickles, li 
James A. Stewart, | 


Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butterfield, 
Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, 
Covode, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, 
French, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Helmmick, Hick- 


|| man, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. 


Kellogg, Wiliiam Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, 
Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Mor- 
rill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pen- 


|| nington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Rice, Christopher 


| Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, Sedgwick, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 

Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker Tompkins, Train, 
Vandever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Watton, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Woodruff. 

For Mr. Bocock—Messrs. Thomas. L. Anderson, Avery, 
Barksdale, Barrett, Bonham, Boteler, Boyce, Branch, 
Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, ie Bur- 

arnette, 

Edmundson, Garnett, Gartrell, Hardeman, Jobn T. Harris, 
Hawkins, Hindman, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Keitt, 
Lamar, Landrum, James M. Leach, Love, Maclay, Mc- 
Sydenliam Moore, Niblack, Noell, Peyton, 





I presented the name of Mr. | 
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presented my name for the i 
| say now, as I said on aj 
previous occasion, that I do not desire my name | 
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Pryor, Reagan, Ruffin, Scott, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, 
William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Thomas, Under- 
wood, Vallandigham, Vance, Whiteley, and Winslow. 

For Mr. Gilmer—Messrs. Brabson, Bristow, H. Winter 
Davis, Etheridge, J. Morrison Harris, Hatton, Nelson, 
Quarles, and Stokes. 

For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Allen, Cox, Fouke, Hol- 
eee Howard, Leake, Logan, Charles D. Martin, and Pen- 

leton. . 

For Mr. Nelson—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. An- 
derson, Briggs, Hill, Mallory, Maynard, Laban T. Moore, 
and Webster. 

For Mr. John G. Davis—Messrs. Horace F. Clark, James 
Craig, Elbert 8. Martin, Montgomery, Riggs, and Taylor. 
a Mr. Maclay—Messrs. Dimmick, Florence, and Mc- 

ae. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 
Davis. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 

For Mr. 








“allandigham—Messrs. Bocock and Millson. 
Boteler—Messrs. Bouligny and Hamilton. 
Horace F. Clark—Messrs. Adrain and John G. 


Cooper—Mr. John Cochrane. 
Cox—Mr. English. 

Etheridge—Mr. Gilmer. 
Hamilton—Mr. Larrabee. 
Winslow—Mr. McClernand. 
Thomas—Mr. Phelps. 

Mc Queen—Mr. Pugh. 
Larrabee—Mr. James C. Robinson. 
Peyton—Mr. James A. Stewart. 

For Mr. Phelps—Mr. Stout. 

For Mr. Taylor—Mr. Isaac N. Morris. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE obtained the floor, 
but yielded it to 

Mr. MILES, who said: I wish to make a prop- 
osition to the House in a very few words, and I 
shall only occupy a few minutes. It is perfectly 
obvious, I suppose, to every gentleman of the 
House that there is not the remotest probability 
of our organizing for an indefinite time to come. 
Ido not suppose that there are ten men in the 
House who believe that we are one jot nearer a 
solution of our present difficulties to-day than we 
were on the first day that we assembled in this 
Now, how long is this thing to go on? 
Some gentlemen, in perfect good faith, I believe, 
and conscientiously, urge upon us that we should 
adopt the plurality rule. Ido not intend to go into 
any discussion of that question, because I wish to 
be brief, and intend to be practical. There are 
many of us who, whether rightly or wrongly, but 
as conscientiously, believe that the plan proposed 
by these gentlemen is unconstitutional in spirit, 
and we cannot consistently vote for it to the end 
of time. I, for one, would never, under any cir- 
cumstances, vote for the adoption of the plurality 
rule, simply because the Constitution says that 
‘* the House”’ shall proceed to electa Speaker; and, 
as I understand it—and that, I think, is the com- 
mon-sense interpretation—‘‘ the House’’ means a 
majority of the members assembled. 

Now, sir, there are three parties here that are 
opposed to the Republican party. The Democrats 
and the Republicans have long been opposed. 
They constitute the two great parties of the coun- 
try. The southern Opposition, for the first time, 
have got any considerable force upon the floor 
of this House; they number about twenty-three 
votes. The anti-Lecompton Democrats are a 
mere handful in numbers. I have no doubt that 
they include among them thoroughly conscien- 
tious men. I differed with them in toto as to their 
action, but I am willing to concede until the con- 
trary beshown that every man acts from a consci- 
entious conviction of duty and of what is right. 
It is natural to suppose that others are influenced 
by the motives i influence us, and I hope | 
would be the last man to impute unworthy mo- 
tives to any one. But there is no need to discuss 
past issues. Here are three organizations—if we 
can dignify the anti-Lecompton men by calling 
them an organization—and it seems to me, with 
all due deference, that they are both disorganized 
and disorganizers; but here we will say are three 
parties or organizations, all of them professing 
to be equally opposed to the doctrines of the 
Republican party 

Mr. ADRAIN. I desire toask the gentleman 
a question. I am an anti-Lecompton Democrat, 
but I do not believe that the five of us who are 
acting here are disorganizing the House. I should 
like the gentleman to show how we could possi- 
bly have organized the House, unless we had 
voted for Mr.Suerman? If we had voted for any 
other gentleman who has been named here—for 
Mr. Bococx, Mr. Miitson, or any of the other 
Democrats who have been nominated—our votes 
would not have elected, and, therefore, I cannot 
see how it is possible that we are disorganizers. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. Mr. Clerk—— 
Mr. MILES. One at a time, if you please. 
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Mr. CLARK, of New York. 
make a suggestion in reference to the remark of 
the gentieman from South Carolina, that we are 
disorganizers. 1 agree with him that we shall be 
whenever he can show us that a union between 
the American organization in this House and the 
Democratic organization proper is practicable, 
and has been brought about. Until then, we stand 











upon the same basis aS any other gentlemen in | 


the House. 

Several Mempers. That’s true. 

Mr. NOELL. I say exactly the same thing. 

Mr. MILES. I do not care to go into any 
discussion, or any refinements, or subtle argu- 
mentations, on this subject. “There is the plain 
condition of things, and the common sense of the 
country has to decide upon it. The Democrats 
come here numbering enough in their ranks, in 
conjunction with the anti-Lecompton men and the 


southern Opposition, to defeat the election of a | 


Republican. I suppose that no one will deny that. 
The southern Opposition say to us, and again and 
again say to us, ‘* Whenever you can show the 
possibility of electing a Democrat with the aid of 
our votes, we will give you those votes.’? The 
anti-Lecompton men say to us, that ‘* Whenever 
you can show us that our votes, added to yours, 
can elect a Speaker, we will give them to you.”’ 

A Memser. The anti-Lecompton Democrats 
have never said that. 

Mr. MILES. 
eral gentlemen among them who have announced 
that. Iam taking that as the argument. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Do I understand the gen- 
tleman to state that these anti-Lecompton men 
have so informed the Democrats? 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. If the votes of 
the anti-Lecompton Democrats could elect a Dem- 
ocrat, and they withheld them, then they would 
be disorganizers. 

Mr. MILES, I am stating everything with the 
utmost frankness and fairness, and | desire that 
any gentleman shall interrupt me if I make any 
statement that is not true. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I under- 
stand the gentleman to make the point that the 
anti-Lecompton men are disorganizers, because 
they do not go with the Democrats, if a Demo- 
erat can be elected. Now, I wish to ask, why 
they are not disorganizers when they do not come 
to us, when they can elect by so doing? [Laugh- 


ter. 

ir, MILES. I give you the benefit of that 

argument. 
veral Democrats. Weare national men. 

Mr. ADRAIN. Laskthe gentleman from South 
Carolina to allow me to answer the question. It 
is all true, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has staied, that, as far as the five anti-Lecomp- 
tonites are concerned, in not voting for Mr. Suer- 
MAN they do keep the House from being organ- 
ized; but I presume that the five anti-Lecompton 
Democrats who occupy seats upon this floor have 
the same right to their own action, and to vote for 
any man who represents their principles, as the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania has the right to vote 
for Mr. Suerman. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. That is not 
the question. 

Mr. ADRAIN. And I do not think they ought 
to be censured here, or charged with being disor- 
ganizers, either by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania or the gentleman from South Carolina. But 
I will say here, that as far as I am concerned— 
and I speak the sentiments of the gentlemen who 
act with me—we are desirous to organize the 
House as speedily as possible; but we have not 
seen any opportunity where our votes can accom- 
plish that object. As was stated by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Crarx,] when the Demo- 
crats and South Americans on this floor unite in 
a body and show a formidable torce in opposi- 
tion to Mr. Suerman and the Republican party, 
then the five anti-Lecompton Democrats will be 
called upon to act definitely; and, whenever that 
time arrives; we-will then act as best accords with 
our own ete and our own sense of duty. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from New Jersey a single question. 

Mr. ADRAIN. Certainly. 

Mr. HICKMAN, The gentleman speaks of 
five anti-Lecompton Democrats upon this floor. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I object to this farming out 
the floor. 


I should like to | 











It is understood there are sev- || 
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| certain anti-Lecompton Democrats who now re- 


| country may know whether | stand in as good a 
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Mr. HICKMAN. I have the permission of 
the gentleman to ask a question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 object. 

Mr. MILES. I have not the slightest objec- 
tion, Mr. Clerk, to gentlemen propounding any | 
questions. 


Mr. HICKMAN. 


I understand the gentleman 


| from South Carolina to be willing to give me the | 


floor. I said that the gentleman from New Jersey | 
spoke of five anti-Lecompton Democrats here. I || 
wish to know who those five anti-Lecompton 
Democrats are that are here? I want to know 
them by name. I want to know whether he in- 
cludes in his list of anti-Lecompton Democrats 
such men as in their districts had the undivided 
vote of the .Republican party, and a few Demo- 
crats with them, or whether he means to include 
those only as anti-Lecompton Democrats who had 
to run both againsta Democratic organization and 
against a Republican organization? For I wish 


fuse to affiliate with the Republicans in organizing 
this House, and who were regarded in their dis- 
tricts as so ultra upon this slavery question that | 
the Republicans retired from the contest, and gave 
them Seis undivided assistance in returning them 
to this House, to give to their people the reasons 
for taking their present stand. They could re- 
ceive Republican votes; but, sir, they cannot vote 
for a Republican. [Cries of ‘* Good!’ from the 
Republican benches. | 

1 wish now to define my position here, that the 





position as a Democrat as those who are washing 
their hands from all stain of Republicanism. 1 
unfortunately had to run against a Democratic 
organization and a Republican organization— 
against a Democratic nominee (if an Adminis- 
tration man can, at this time, be called with pro- 
priety a Democrat) and a Republican nominee. 
But, sir, while 1 am up, I wish to give this no- 
tice: that as itis perfectly apparent that this House 
cannot be organized by a majority vote, whenever 
hereafter, the motion is made—or, at least, for some 
time—to proceed to a ballot for Speaker, I intend || 
to add, by way of amendment, a proviso in the 
shape of the plurality rule. Then I will discover, 
if I have not already made the discovery, who are 
in favor of an organization, and who are againstit. 
Sir, this Democratic party, as it is now repre- 
sented upon this floor, ought to be seen by the 
country. Gentlemen are so anxious that their 
remarks shall ge out tothe country. I constantly 
hear it stated, ** | wish to say to this House, and I | 
wish to be understood by the country thus and so.”’ 
Well, sir, | wish the country could look in upon 
this Hall for about five minutes, and see the con- 
dition of this so-called national Democracy—the | 
Democracy representing this Administration. A | 
more perfect type of the Administration could not 
be presented. [Laughter.] It is perfectly dis- || 
organized, perfectly demoralized, without cohe- 
sion, without unanimity ef any kind; and be- | 
cause it is presented before the country in this | 
pitiable, unenviable, despicable condition—I must | 
use that word—this House is to be kept inorganic, | 
and the country is to be tortured ovis this thing 
from one end to the other. Now, sir, I wish to || 


hereafter, to proceed to the election of a Speaker, | 
I shall move to amend that motion by annexing || 
that it shall be by the plurality rule. 

Several Members sought the floor. | 

Mr. MILES. I have the floor, I believe. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I have been here for | 
about five weeks, and I have carefully abstained | 
from opening my mouth during that length of 
time. [Crieson the Republican side of ‘‘ Louder!”? | 
‘* Louder!’’} Just hold on, gentlemen, I will talk 
loud enough directly, so that you can hear me. 
I say I have been here for five weeks, and have 
carefully, during that length of time, abstained 
from consuming one moment of the time of this 
House; and I would fain have continued so to 
the end of this controversy; but the remarks of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Hickman] 
have made it necessary for me to say a single 
word, and I shall say it candidly, decidedly, and 
independently. I do not understand the night of | 
any man upon this floor to catechise me as to the 
vote I shall give here. I stand here an independ- 
ent Representative of the twenty-four thousand 
freemen who sent me here. I intend to represent | 
thore freemen as becomesa freeman, in this Hall, | 
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Sir, the gentleman has referred to the manner 
in which some of us have been elected here. | 
have never deigned to inquire how any man has 
been elected to a seat upon this floor, for it is none 
of my business; but inasmuch as that inguiry has 
been made, silence on my part might be miscon- 
strued by this House. [desire to tell the gentle- 
man, to tell this House, and to tell the country, 
how I was clected here. J will do it in a few 
words: I was elected bya majority of nearly four 





thousand votes of my district. I was elected here 


as a Democrat, and in the seventy speeches which 
I made in that contest, I aiaauba that I was a 
Democrat, and that I had never crossed a t or 
dotted ani from my political faith. I challenge 
the gentleman, 1 challenge any man upon this floor, 


| and I challenge any man in my congressional dis- 


trict, to say that I ever made a speech in which I 
did not make that candid declaration. 

Sir, | remarked a moment ago that I was elected 
here as a Democract by a majority of nearly four 
thousand votes. I ran against a Democrat as an 
independent man. I ran as an anti-Lecompton 
Democrat, denouncing alone the Lecompton meas- 
ure of this Administration. I have not, up to this 
hour, changed my opimion in reference to the 
policy of that measure, nor do 1 ever expect to 


| change it. 


Mr. HICKMAN. I should like to ask the gen- 
tleman a question. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. One word more. 
No gentleman upon this floor has a right, in ad- 
vance, to intimate how I shall cast my vote. I 
have, sir, from the beginning, interded that my 
vote should indicate my preferences for Speaker 
of this House. I have steadily voted for an anti- 
Lecompton Democrat, and not for a Republican; 
and if the gentleman desires to know whiat I will 
do in the end, I will tell him one thing that I will 
never do; I will not vote for Mr. Suerman, as 
much as I respect him personally, if these walls 
shall fall down. (Applause from the Democratic 
benches.] I never understood, when the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. Hickman] and my- 
self were fighting this battle against the Admin- 
istration upon this question, that I was to be sold 


| into the arms and embraces of Republicanism. 


[ Applause from the Democratic benches.] {I never 


| intend to be sold into the arms and embrace of the 


Republican party under their present doctrine. 
{Applause from the Democratic benches.} Is that 
understood ? 

Mr. HICKMAN. There is a question I should 
like to ask the gentleman. The gentleman states 
that, in his canvass, he represented himself as an 
anti-Lecompton Democrat, and that he made that 
issue alone. He made that statement, if I under- 
stood him rightly. I should like to know, sir, 
whether, in his canvass, he did not denounce the 
Administration. of Mr. Buchanan generally as 
being corrupt and dishonest? Inasmuch as he 
feels disposed to unbosom himself, I should like 
to have that inquiry answered. Before I sitdown, 
however, | wish to say that I have raised no con- 
troversy with the gentleman. I made a simple 
inquiry of the gentleman from New Jersey, {Mr. 
Aprain,] to name those he designated as the five 


| anti-Lecompton Democrats; but as the gentieman 
state again that whenever the motion shall be made || 


from Indiana has chosen to take up the glove, I 
will be perfectly willing to compare records with 
him in point of Democracy. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Very good; but I do 
not question the gentleman’s Democracy. 

Mr. HICKMAN. As the gentleman has taken 
the main wr as propounded to himself, he has 
not answered whether he did not receive the whole 
Republican vote in his district, and whether he 
had not aclear race presented to him, so far as 
that party is concerned, with the Lecompton can- 
didate ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. In the first place, 
Mr. Clerk, I did not denounce the Administration 
except upon this question. Is that sufficient? In 
the next place—and in reference to my-election I 
will go a little further—I received a majority of 
the Democratic votes in my district, and I re- 
coived a large majority of the Republican votes 
in my district; and I will say further, that, if the 
election had been two weeks further off than it 
was, I believe that 1 would have got the vote of 
every man in my district. (Laughter.] 1 did not 
rise here, sir, for the purpose of making a speech; 
I may do so at the proper time; | think I will. 

Mr, PORTER. I wish to ask the gentleman 
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t if) 
., whether, upon every stump, he did not denounce |! has taste enough to appreciate eloquence. He | was an anti-Lecompton Democrat, and was nom- 
a the Dret Seott decision? and I wish to ask || asked me if I had not, in that speech, denounced | inated assuch. The convention which gave him 
bs a, | the Dred Scott decision. I say it is totally, will- | that nomination, packed as it was then understood ] 
es Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. One at a time. || fully, and maliciously false, let the charge come | and known to be, voted down a resolution indors- ] 
1 Mr. PORTER. It is the same question. I || from what quarter it may. [Applause from the || ing my course as a Representative in Congress 
fy ask the gentleman whether, at a publie meeting || Democratic side.] Is that sufficient? upon that subject. I felt it my duty to a eal 
‘ at Indianapolis after the election, and in the pres- Mr. DUNN. Allow me a word. || from that decision of a packed convention ie die ( 
hh ence of two thousand people, he did not openly Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Let them all come, people. I did so, and was sustained by a major- 
at denounce the Dred Scott decision? and whether || only one at a time. | ity of the Democrats, by all the Americans ose é 
he did not then say thata man who indorsed that || Mr. DUNN. I think it due to my colleague || district, and by a large majority of the Repub- 
F decision could not carry a single township in the || when he is assailed in this rude manner. t | lican party. That is the manner and the way I t 
ie State of Indiana? i || Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Notassailedatall. || found myself back the fourth time a member of é 
eas _ Mr. DAY [S, of Indiana. ‘* Thank thee, Jew, Mr. DUNN. Yes, sir, assailed. I heard that || the Congress of the United States. Having said 
ere for that word.’’ (Laughter.) I say that I did || speech, and it is true that it was a general remark | that mucli, I believe I am done. 
SS no such thing, sir. (Applause from the Demo- || among the Republicans that they never heard.a || Mr. MILES resumed the floor. 
et cratic benches. || better Republican speech in theirlives. And the ||} _Mr. PORTER. Will the gentleman from South 
5 Mr. PORTER. Perhaps the organ of the || gentleman did denounce the Dred Scott decision. || Carolina yield me the floora moment? Iam sure ‘ 
Be.) Democratic party of Indiana will have something || Mr. DAVIS, ofIndiana. Just one word there. || afterwhathas occurred, the gentleman from South 
? to say about that. I have that speech. (Cries || I was not exactly prepared for this. I want to || Carolina will allow that passage to be read. 
from the Republican benches of ‘* Read!’’ ‘* Send || repeat again, and I repeat it with a full knowledge || Mr. ADRAIN. I gave way a moment to the ' 
a4 it up to the Clerk!’’ and from the Democratic || of the purport and meaning of what I say, that || gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Davis,] [cries of ; 
os benches, ** Mires, goon!’’ * Let us adjourn!” || the charge is a falsehood, and the utterer of itis || **Read!’’ “‘Read!’? from the Republican side, } 
‘*We will nevergetthrough these interruptions!”’) || a slanderer upon this floor. [Applause from the | and I believe I am entitled to the floor. . 
Let the Clerk read the passage | have marked. || Democratic side and the galleries, and eries of || ‘The CLERK.. Does the gentleman from South | 
Several Members. What is the paper? || ** Order!’’ from the Republican benches. } '| Carolina yie'd to the gentleman from Indiana 
; Mr. PORTER. The Clerk will give the name | A Memper. What did you say? | {Mr. Porrer,| for the purpose indicated? 
of the paper and the date. || Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana.” Lam responsible for || Mr. MILES. _I have no objection to allow the 
s The CLERK. It is the Indiana Daily State || that declaration here or elsewhere. [Applause | gentleman from Indiana to reply to his colleague. 
m, Sentinel, of November 19, 1858. | in the galleries, and cries of ‘‘ Read that docu- |! ~ Mr. PORTER. I ask that the paper may be ] 
bs Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. | have not the slightest |} ment!’’ from the Republican benches.] I know |} read. f 
“ge objection to the whole of that speech being read. || exactly what is in that paper. [Voices on the || Mr. ADRAIN. Ibelieve I have the floor. [Cries ( 
i Iam willing that the synopsis of it, as published || Republican side, ‘* We do not know!”’] [am || of **No,’’ “No,” from the Republican side. ] 1 
5: by the indiana State Sentinel, shall be read; but |} not to be intimidated by these men, and I am just \| Mr. PORTER. The gentleman from South 
ee before it is read I desire to say one word. The || as cool as a summer’s morning—never cooler in |; Carolina yielded me the floor. § 
a Solera rare sm set popes is ae organ. || my life. I en what did say. - | Mr. MILES. I desire to have some distinct 1 
i. Mr. ‘TER. No,sir. Isaidthatitwasthe || So far as that Sentinel is concerned, I want to || understanding upon this subject. I got up to make ( 
e organ of the Democracy of the State of Indiana. | say that the editor of that Sentinel and I have not || asimpleand enctionl Svepihitinn? (Criesof «Fin. 
ae _ Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. That is a very dif- || spoken to each other for four years. He opposed | ish it,’’ from the Democratic benches.} I did not 1 
api ferent thing. | my election with a bitterness hitherto unknown || expect that we should have this long colloquial 1 
ee a: Mr. PORTER. The acknowledged, avowed |! in the political contests of my State. I never saw || debate and discussion. ( 
Pe organ of the Democratic party of Indiana. And |} the synopsis which he eee of that speech || Mr. PORTER. I rise toa point of order. | 
pee I say that that report is correct, because I had the || until within the last week, when I heard it asserted || understand the gentleman from South Carolina, ‘ 
ey honor to hear the eloquent speech of the gentle- || here that I had denounced the Dred Scott decis- |! whose courtesy upon this floor I have often no- ' 
a man, [** Oh, yes!"’ from Mr. Davis,] and cloquent || ion without qualification. 1 wrote to a friend in |) ticed, has yielded the floor, in order that a pas- 
> he was on that occasion; for | never knew a man || Indianapolis to send me the paper containing it. || sage from that speech might be read, [a voice on ( 
a in any — speech to elicit the applause that || 1 have it in my pocket, and I #m not ashamed, || the Democratic side, ‘*No, sir,’’} and in order that 
e followed his declaration on that occasion. | though it is nota fair synopsis of the speech made | 1 might repel the assault of my colleague. 
hts Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. That is all very fine, || upon that occasion, to have it read here or else- || Mr. MILES. 1 yielded to the gentleman from 
ck Mr. Clerk. [Cries of **Read!’’ ‘Read the || where. But I want to tell what I said, and I || Indiana in order that he might reply to his cel- ( 
ees paper.’’] | would not take back a single political principle I || league; but I have no disposition to allow that to 
se Mr. PORTER. Let me say to my colleague || ever entertained, for the presidential office, much || be done to which his colleague [Mr. Davis] ob- 
ah that—— , | less for that chair. (Laughter upon the Repub- | jects. That would be unfair, and would be al- 
ef Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I cannot give way || lican side.] I said | was in favor of the Dred || lowing to be done, by indirection, that which the 
me for a speech, man : Scott decision. I know the reason it was used || gentleman from Indiana, to whom I first yielded, 
‘ Mr. BURNETT. I hope gentlemen will pre- || here. [Turning to the Republican side of the || {Mr. Davis,] refused to allow to be done directly. 
ae, serve order; in the confusion that prevails it is Ht House.| I never have been a candidate for the || Mr. PORTER. I wish to call the House back. 
=o impossible to tell what is going on. || Speakership, [derisive laughter on the Republican || [Loud shouts of ‘*Order!’’ from the Democratic 
a The CLERK. Gentlemen are respectfully re- || sto, and I never expect to get into that chair. |) benches, and of ‘‘Go on!”’ **Go on!”’ from the : 
i moment to preserve order. It is impossible for || But the speech was used for the purpose of oper- || Republicans, ‘and great confusion all over the 
Bis the Clerk either to read or hear, unless gehtlemen || ating against certain gentlemen upon this side of || Hall.] ) 
= preserve order. || the House, and it was used clandestinely and || Mr. MILES. Mr. Clerk | 
3. Order was restored. || meanly by certain gentlemen upon the other side || The CLERK. Gentlemen will come to order. 
pt’ Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 have but one or |} of the Hall. ‘|| Mr. MILES. Lalways try to come to the point 
eee two other words. [Cries of ‘‘ Read !’’ jot ‘| Mr. PORTER. One word. || and express myself plainly. 
ary Mr. BURNETT. Lrisetoa pointof order. I || Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. No, sir; not a word ‘| Mr. PORTER. I wish to say to the gentle- 
Aes object to any other business being done until order || just now. Wait until I give youan opportunity. | man {Shouts of ** Order! ’’ ‘* Hear him!’’} 
AS. is restored in the Hall. Gentlemen are walking || T tell you what ddid say; and what I repeat here. || Mr. MILES. Just hear what I have to say. | 
teen around the Hall, and nothing can be heard in this || I believe,so far as the Dred Scott decision wascon- 1 If the gentleman from Indiana desires to take the 
bad part of the Hall of what is going on. | cerned, it was right; but I did not give it thatinter- || floor, | will yield it to him cheerfully, in order : | 
vhs, Mr, GROW. And I hope applause upon the || pretation which the President of the United States || that he may reply to an thing which has fallen . | 
aa floor will be prevented. || gave itin hisspecial message. AndI said further, || from his colleague, which he feels it incumbent | 


Mr. PORTER. The gentleman from Indiana || for I have no secrets to keep about it, that, in my || upon him to reply to. If, availing himself of my 








‘ - 

es gave way tome in order that I might make some || opinion, any man who took the ground that the || concession of the floor, he undertakes to have 
-: observations. '| Constitution of the United States, per se, estab- || read what his colleague objected to having read, 
eS Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. No, sir; I did no || lished slavery in the Territories of the United || he is evidently putting me in a false position. 
“en such thing. — || States, could not get a single county in my State. || Mr. PORTER. My colleague expressed his 

oe Mr.CONKLING,. Well; you yielded to him || That is what I said, and nothing else. willingness to have it read. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I do not object to the ; 
reading of it. 

Mr. MILES. Then I am perfectly satisfied. 
{Loud cries of ** Read!’’ ‘* Read!’’ from the Re- 
publican benches.]} 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object to the gentleman from 
South Carolina yielding the floor for that purpose. 
[Cries of **'Too late !’’} 

The CLERK. The Clerk understood that the 
gentleman from South Carolina had yielded the 
floor to the gentleman from Indiana before the 
objection was made. 

Mr. RUFFIN. It required unanimous consent, 





oP =, to allow him to ask a question, ‘| Now, if gentlemen had kept cool, they would | 
7 Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I gave way to him || have heard, honestly and candidly, what I did | 
é to propound a question, and nothing else. | say, and what I still say. [A voice on the Re- 
mh. - Mr. PORTER. Do Lunderstand my colleague publican side, ‘* You are verycool!’’] Very cool; 
Bes to refuse to allow that passage to be read? just aout as cool as you are. That is all I said 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. That is my business, upon the subject of the Dred Scott decision; and 

and | will come to it directly, if you will just take || if I recollect, there is not a word in that synopsis 

our seat, I understand this whole thing. '| which speaks of my having named the Dred Scott | 

oe Mr. PORTER, | ask that the passage be read. || decision in that speech. 1 only referred to the 
| 
| 
| 


ka 


{Cries of ‘* Read!”’ from the Republican side; and opinion of the President of the United States, that | 
ae of ‘‘Order!’’ from the Democratic side.] the Constitution of the United States, per se, took 
ae Mr. DAVIS, cf Indiana. I understand this || slavery into the Territories of the United States 

2 whole thing, Mr. Clerk. lam neither to be thrown |! and established it there. 





a off my guard or to be intimidated. My honor- || Iremarkedamomentago, that I had beenclected || and F objected. [Cries of ‘Too ss 
See, able colleague said he heard me make that eloquent || there as an independent Democrat. The gentle- || Mr. MAYNARD. “I move that the House do 
Ee speech. Well, I think it was a tolerably eloquent || man who ran against me and I never disagreed a || now adjourn. [Voices ‘‘ You have not got the 
a speech, {laughter,} and I am very glad that he |! hair’s breadth upon the subject ef politics. He || floor!”} 








1860. 





Mr. PORTER. [ wish to bring back this 
House—{shouts of ‘* Order!’’ ‘* Read !’’ ‘* Hear 
him!’’}—I wish to bring back this House to the 

oint of departure. 

Mr. BURNETT. I rise toa question of order. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I rise to ask a 
question. [Shouts of ‘* Order !’’ and great uproar. | 

Mr. MILES. I want the Clerk to say who is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. My question is 
this, whether | did not rise and obtain the floor, 
and yield it to the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina? 


Mr. MILES. That is very true. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. If that is the posi- | 


tion of things, then I hope the gentleman from 
South Carolina will be permitted to go on. 
Mr. RUFFIN. I insist on my objection. 
The CLERK. The Clerk will state that he 
understood the gentleman from South Carolina to 


rield the floor to the gentleman from Indiana, | 
[Mr. Porrer,]| for some purpose, he knows not | 


what, for a brief period, and the gentleman from 
Indiana was recognized as being upon the floor 


by the consent of the gentleman from South Caro- | 


lina. When the gentleman from Indiana was 
about proceeding, and had commenced some re- 
mark, the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
RurFin] objected. The Clerk does not under- 
stand that there is any rule by which the floor 
can be taken away from a gentleman after he is 
upon it and in progress of his remarks. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I think I objected before the 
gentleman got the floor. [Cries of ** Not atall!”’ 
from the Republican benches.] I think nothing 
of this kind should be carried on here. I think 
it disreputable to the House to have this alterca- 
tion carried on at this time of day and in this con- 
fusion. Let us adjourn till to-morrow, and then 
these gentlemen can come here, and, so far as | 
am concerned, they may carry on their personal 
quarrel for six hours, if they like. I am willing 
to listen to them that long, but no longer. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from North Car- 


olina will permit the Clerk to say that he heard | 


no objection until the gentleman from Indiana had 
commenced his remarks. 

Mr. McRAE. I hope the gentleman from In- 
diana will send that paper to the desk and let the 
Clerk read it. 
not all hear it if he reads it himself. 

Mr. PORTER. 
bring the House back to the point of departure. 

Mr. McRAE, Send up the paper. 

Mr. PORTER. It will be recollected 

Mr. McRAE. We do not want discussion. 
[Cries of ** Order!’’] The floor was yielded that 
that paper might be read. 
him!” ‘** Keep still!’’ ‘*Order!’’] Send up the 
paper and let us hear it read. [Renewed shouts 
of ** Order!’’ and great confusion. } 





Mr. PORTER. I will send it up in a moment. || 
Iam not going to make a speech. The House | 


will recollect 

Mr. McRAE. The House knows everything 
that has transpired. 
*Order!’’} Does the gentleman think we have 
no memories? [Renewed laughtey and continued 
shouts of ‘* Order!’ from the Re 
the Hall. 
read. [Great uproar. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRAN. 
floor for my motion to adjourn if this goes on 
much longer. 

Mr. McRAE. 





I insist that the paper must be 


read from the desk, where we can all hear and | 


understand it. (Shouts of *‘ Order !’’} 


Mr. GROW. Is the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi entitled to the floor? 
Mr. McRAE, I call the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania to order. [Laughter and confusion.] 


The CLERK. Gentlemen are respectfully re- | 
quested to take their seats and come to order. The 


gentleman from Indiana is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. PORTER. Mr. Clerk, I asked my col- 
league, as the, House will bear me witness, cour- | 
teously, whether he had not, upon the stump and | 
at a public meeting in Indianapolis, where thou- | 


sands were assembled to hear 


ment. I then simply asked that a 
the Indiana State Beotinel, the reecguipel 0 


of the Democracy of Indiana, in favor of Judge 


THE CO 


[Cries of **Order!’’] We can- || 


{Shouts of “ Hear | 


{Laughter and cries of | 


blican side of 
Send up the paper and let us hear it | 


I shall claim the | 


im, stated that he || 
did not indorse the Dred Scott decision? My col- 


league replied that he had not made such a state- 
e from 


NGRESSION A 


| Doveras for the Presidency, might be read at th 
Clerk’s desk. I now send it up, and ask that it 
may be read. 

Mr DAVIS, of Indiana. That 
should never have objected to that. 
read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I wish to know 

Mr. PORTER. I do not yield the floor. 

[Loud cries of ‘*Read!”’ 
parts of the Hall.] 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


“Mr. Davis said: It was given out in high quarters, by 


is right. 
I want it 








slave Territories in absence of local law. 
Democrat entertain this doctrine? (No,no.) Any candi- 
date nominated for the Presidency in 1860, that takes the 


north of Mason and Dixon’s line. Yet the Administration 
| of our choice have come forward and say that the Consti- 
| tution takes slavery into allour Territories. It was charged 
| by the Opposition, in 1856, that the Democracywere the pro 
| slavery party, and that they intended to make ‘slavery na- 
tional and freedom sectional.’ If the doctrine of the Pres 
ident be true, that the Constitution without local law takes 
slavery into the Territories, then our Republican friends 
were correct. 
doctrine. 


No public man of any distinction, within my 


his Administration. 
this old dogma and put it forth as Democratic doctrine, 
|| and if I denounce him, I am to be denounced as a rene 
gade.”’ 

g 


that the question between my colleague and my- 
self may go to the country. ([Derisive laughter, 


benches. } 


open declaration against the Dred Scott decis- 
ion. [Renewed cries of ‘Oh!’ **Oh!”’ and laugh- 
| ter.] I say more, that that is a mere synopsis, as 

my colleague has stated, of what he said on that 
\} occasion; and I venture to assert that his friends, 
and he has very many of them, who are true 


and before the people assembled at the anti-Le- 


| compton convention at Indianapolis, he did not | 


denounce the Dred Scott decision. 
Now, sir, as to the personal passage between 


|| my colleague and myself. I am surprised that the | 
I repeat, sir, that I wish to | 


gentleman, whom I treated courteously upon this 
floor, should attempt to divert the minds of the 
Democracy from the real issue between us by 
| attempting to get up a personal passage. I have 
| this to say, that I have never been afraid of the 


| intellect or the courage of my colleague from Indi- | 


ana. I hope to get along upon this floor without 
these personal passages. The gentleman has in- 
| timated that I, or that some person, has been ex- 
|| hibiting this paper in this Rosi. That is not 
true. One or two of my colleagues, understand- 
ing that the paper was in my possession, called 
|| for it, and two other gentlemen called upon me 
for it; but I have never exhibited it to mortal man 


than five persons in this House, I am sure, ever 

| saw it whilst it was in my possession. 
That makes no difference, however. I under- 
stand that when a public man has made a public 


opinions. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. So far as the gen- 
tleman’s care about me and my constituents, and 
my responsibility to them for my action here, is 
concerned, I desire now to say, once for all, that 
I will take care of that if he will attend to his own 
|| business. It is none of his business nor the busi- 
ness of any man, c 
here. 
to them alone, for my conduct here. 


fasten it right upon him, so that gentlemen of the 
House may understand the intention of this move- 
/ment. My colleague (Mr. Porter] got up here 
and said I had deifounced the Dred Scott decision, 
| and that it could be established by the paper which 
he has had read atthe Clerk’s desk. I said, then, 


L GLOBE. 
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e | 


} 
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‘* Read!’ from all | 


many Lecompton men, that the Constitution of the United | 
States takes slavery into all its Territories and makes them | 
Does a single 


ground that the Constitution carries slavery into the Terri- | 
| tories without local law, cannot carry a single township | 


I enter my solemn protest against this new | 


knowledge, except John C. Calhoun, ever intimated that | 
| the Constitution took slavery into territories without ex- || 
isting local laws. That doctrine took Mr. Calhoun down the | 
| stream of time politically, and will take Mr. Buchanan and | 
It remains for Mr. Buchanan to revive | 


Mr. PORTER. Now, Mr. Clerk, I am willing | 


and cries **Oh!’’ “*Oh!”? from the Democratic 
I believe that there is nota Democrat | 
| upon this floor who will not say that that is an | 


anti-Lecompton men, will be surprised when they | 
hear a declaration from him that, in his canvass | 


without its being first demanded; and not more | 


declaration in this country, he is willing that | 
it should stand before the country, and that no | 
public man, with a proper sentiment of honor, || 
will shrink from the exposition of his published | 


_— or not, what I do || 
I am responsible to my constituents, and | 


Mr. Clerk, one word here, and I think I will | 


that it was false, and the very paper he has had read 
| proves that my declaration was true and that his 
| charge was false, for the words ‘Dred Scott”’ are 


not mentioned in it. [Derisive laughter on the 
Republican oy Just hold on, gentlemen. 1 
say, that in what | said I never mentioned the sub- 
ject.e I never denounced the Dred Scott decision, 
and when gentlemen charge me with denouncing 
that decision, | repeat that they charge a false- 
hood, and I put the brand upon it right here. 
What I did say about it, | mentioned a moment 
|| ago. I obey the decisions of the Supreme Court 
| of this country; I respect them all; I will obey 
|| them all; but I have a perfect right to put my own 
construction upon them, and in doing so I differ 
with the President of the United States in the con- 
struction which he has put upon that decision. 
3ut when gentlemen come here and tell me that 
I denounced the Dred Scott decision, I charged 
that it was false, and I charge so now. 

Mr. DUNN. CE regret, Mr. Clerk—— 

Mr. MILES. I wish to know whether I am 
entitled to the floor? 

Mr. DUNN. When I am charged with false- 
hood I like to have an opportunity of answering 
it. 

Mr KEITT, (in his seat.) Oh, answer itelse- 
where. 

Mr. DUNN.~ Mr. Clerk, no one can regret 
more than & do, being involved in a question of 
veracity upou this floor, or elsewhere, with my 
| colleague. I should have taken no part in this 
| discussion, if | did not feel that it was due to my 

colleague from the Indianapolis district, [Mr. 
| Porrer,| when he was ssiode’: as | said before, 
in a rude manner, to come in and bear my testi- 
| mony to that which I knew from my knowledge 
of the course pursued by the gentleman—— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I gave way for an 
inquiry, and not for a speech. 

Mr. DUNN. WhenlI am charged with false- 

|| hood I do not make inquiries, | make statements. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. When I charge you 
with falsehood youcan answer it in another place. 
Mr. DUNN. Ah, another place! That isa 
y for gentlemen to ventilate 


very convenient wa 
their bravery here. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Not at all. 

Mr. DUNN. If any gentleman thinks that I 
here or elsewhere do hima personal wrong, he 
ean take personal satisfaction when it suits his 
convenience. [Laughter from the Democratic 
side. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. That is all right. 

Mr. MILES. I must protest that I did not 
yield the floor for personalaltercations. I donot 
|| think this is the place to settle questions of ve- 

racity. ~~ 

Mr. DUNN. This is just the place and just 
the time when this question has got to be settled. 

Mr. MILES. If really think that I have yielded 
as far as any gentleman can expect. 

Mr. DUNN. I have the floor, and I insist on 
keeping it until this matter is settled. 

Mr. MILES. If the gentleman insists on keep- 
| ing the floor, which he obtained from me by cour- 
tesy, and if he does it for a purpose for which I 
did not yield, he is guilty of discourtesy himself. 

Mr. DUNN. I understand the floor to be 
| yielded by my colleague. 

Mr. MILES. While I yield the floor to gen- 


I will not ask you to 
I wish to go on, an 


| tlemen in order that they may define their posi- 
| tions, and while all these definitions look forward 
in some degree to an organization of the House, 
and to the practical werk and primary duty now 
before us, Soe not willing to yield for endless 
controversies and personal altercations, which are 
|| certainly entirely out of place in a deliberative 
| body. 

Mr. DUNN. ield. 

Mr. MILES. ine all I 
intended to say. 

Mr. DUNN. Well, go on; and I will stand 
here till I get the chance. 

Mr. MILES. When the gentleman from New 
York yielded me the floor, he was about making 
a motion that the House adjourn. If gentlemen 
now desire to adjourn, and that I shall have the 
floor to-morrow, [cries of ““No!”’ “No!’’} I 
will yteld for a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. | object to that. 

Mr. MILES. If, on the contrary, the House 
| is not willing to adjourn, I will go on with what 
| I have to say. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object to the gen- 

tleman yielding the floor for a motion to adjourn, 
| or for any other purpose than to allow the gen- 
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tleman from Indians [Mr. Down] to finish his || capacity. There were upon the platform some of | 
the ablest men of the State, who had grown grey | 
| in the Democratic ranks, and they with him upon | 


explanation. 

r. JOHN COCHRANE. If my friend from 
South Carolina wiil yield me the floor for that 
purpose, I] will move that the House adjourn, 
with the understanding that the gentleman from 


South Carolina shall be entitled to the floor in the | 


morning, and that other gentlemen who are de- 


sirous of explaining their views or their positions | 


in respect to these personal altercations, shall also 
have an opportunity. I move that the House 
adjourn. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I call for the 
yeasand nays upon that motion, for the reason that 
the gentleman from Indiana is entitled to finish his 
explanation. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 


that, if the opportunity is given to the gentleman 


from Indiana to make an explanation, the House | 


I understand, now, | 


will then accede to the motion to adjourn, with the | 


understanding that the gentleman from South Car- 


olina shall have the floor in the morning. [Cries | 


of ** Yes!’? « Yes!”’] 
that course. 

Mr. MILES. I will only say that my object, 
though a different one when I rose, has been in 


Then, I am willing to take 


some measure changed, for I am dejighted with | 


the turn this discussion has taken. 
these explanations. I like to see men come out 
and show their hands. 


I like to see 1] 


I like to see every indi- | 


vidual on the floor of this House ready at any | 


time tognnounce his opinions, define his position, 


and tell us what he will or will not do; and notas | 


the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cran] did 
the other day—consume an hour in showing us 
how we could not organize, without giving one 


single suggestion which could result in anything | 


wactical. [Loud laughter in all parts of the 
one 
Mr. DUNN. Permit me, in the first place, to 
apologize to the gentleman from South Carolina 
for my apparent rudeness in insisting upon occu- 
pying his time. I supposed | had the floor by leave 
of my colleague, {Mr. Davis.] IL beg leave to say 
to the gentleman from South Carolina, that | 
trust | shall upon no occasion, while a member of 
this House, be found wanting in that gentlemanly 
courtesy which | have observed with so an 
pleasure in all his deportment in this House. 
Mr. MILES. I had no idea of charging dis- 
courtesy upon the gentleman, because I saw in- 


stantly that he did not intend anything discour- | 


teous. 


I merely said that if he were to go on in | 


his remarks to do something which would be dis- | 


courteous to* his colleague, to whom I had pre- |} 


viously yielded the floor, it would be placing me | 


in a false position, as it would be allowing him to | 


do, as it were by indifection, what his colleague 


had positively refused to him. 
Mr. DUNN. I have no doubt, sir, if the quiet 
and order of this House had permitted the gentle- 


man from South Carolina to hear me, he would, | 


trom his acknowledged observance of the rules, 


and the good feeling which exists among gentle- | 


mon, have cheerfully given me an opportunity to 
reply to my colleague, when he charged me with 
uttering upon this floor that which was false. 
Mr. CONKLING, And willfully false. 
Mr. DUNN. Yes, sir; and that which was 


willfully false. 1 am not accustomed to hear such || 


language as that from any quarter; and I beg to 
say to. my colleague that I now speak to the people 
of Lndiana, who know him, who know this gen- 
tleman, {Mr. Porrer,)] and who know me. I 
believe even in our courts of justice that, by the 
mouth of two witnesses, truth may atany time be 
established. 
the paper which has been read. 

The gentleman says that he did not, am his can- 


‘| sas—I ask him whether, upon his principle of | 


We have two here, and one also in | 


Vass, nor in the speech referred to, denounce the | 


Dred Scott decision. What course he pursued in 


his canvass | am not able, from my personal | 


knowledge, to say. 
tion, but I decline to do it. There are thousands 


of living w.tnesses who will read this debate who | 


know what he did say, and in due time, it is 
probable, they wall give that information to the 
country. 1 heard his speech, as | have said be- 
fore, made in Indianapolis, upon an occasion 
when the friends of Judge Doveras in Indiana 
were assembled there in mass meeting to express 
their feelings in regard to hun and this Admuinis- 
tration, twas a mecting held in the largest hall 
in Indiana, and that hall was crowded toits utmost 


1 could speak from informa- 


| 


| 


| that oceasion used that language which is so fa- 
; miliar to Republican ears—that language which 
| Republicans are accustomed to hear from their 
own speakers upon such occasions, so far as the 
| Dred Scott decision is concerned 





The gentleman says that he did not denounce 
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will say further, that I, for one, although opposed 
to the American party, and their principles and 
objects, as much as any man, perhaps, in the 
whole country, would rather vote for an American 


_ than fora Republican; and that, I presume, is the 
_ view that influenced other gentlemen on this side 


Indiana mean? what did he mean? what did I | 


mean? when we talked about the Dred Scott de- 
cision before the people of Indiana? Was :t that 
question, in itself so unimportant when compared 
with the other parts of th 
negro could be a citizen? I venture to say that 
neither he nor his people understood that was the 
question discussed. We regarded that as a minor 
uestion. What we discussed of that Dred Scott 
Roalshon was, whether the view expressed by the 
President as contained in that decision, and that 
view held by you gentlemen of the South—I am 
glad to see that you recognize it wpon this occa- 


doctrine of the Democratic party. The fiercest 
Abolitionist that ever oe upon the soil of In- 
diana, or helped John Brown in his raid into Vir- 
= never denounced that decision with more 
vitterness, and, I might say, with more force, than 


we are all known. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 
House (at anna minutes past four o’clock, 
p- m.) adjourned. 


I move that the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 6, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. W. D. Hatey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


THE SPEAKERSHIP. 





the admissibility of the resolution offered yester- 
day by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 


man from Sout 
to the floor. 


Mr. MILES addressed the House. [His speech | 
will be published in the Appendix.] During the | 


delivery of the speech, the following interruptions 
took place: 


Carolina permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. MILES. Certainly. 

Mr. HASKIN. The gentleman from South 
Carolina has referred to those anti-Lecompton 
Democrats who have seen fit to vote for the gen- 
tleman whom the Republicans support as their 


candidate for Speaker, and alleges that, in conse- | 


quence of that vote, they were to be classed with 
the Republican party infuture. I desire to know 


| from the gentleman from South Carolina whether | 


those gentlemen’ who voted for Mr. Marnarp— 

| who,1 well recollect, in his speech in favor of the 

admission of Kansas under the Lecompton con- 

stitution, took high ground in favor of American 

principlet, and in favor of a twenty-years’ resi- 
ence 


making Republicans, those gentlemen upon the 
| other side who have voted for an American are 
thereby Americans? 

Mr. MILES. I will answer the gentleman that 
in my judgment, I donot think they are. [Laugh- 
ter from the Republican side.] 

Mr. HASKIN. Why not? 

Mr. MILES. The gentleman must excuseme. 
I will answer any questio€s he may ask cheer- 
| fully and frankly and shortly; but he must excuse 
| me if I decline, not only to answer his questions, 
| but to give the reasons for answering them as I 
| do. Ido not think that fair. But I am willing 

to give him my reason for theanswer I have made. 
| I do not think that those who woted for Mr. Max- 
| warp can fairly be called Americans, because, in 
| the first place, it was announced again and again 
| on the floor of the House that Mr. Maxyxarp was 


not an erican, and never had been a member 


1e decision, whether a | 


of the House. 


Mr. HASKIN. I would ask the gentleman if 


| the voting of an American for the Democratic can- 


| the Dred Scott decision. What did the people of || 


didate constitutes him a Democrat? 

Mr. MILES. I will say that at the time Mr. 
Maywnarp was voted for on this side of the House, 
there was no Democratic nominee then up. I 
understand the gentleman’s last question to be 
whether the fact that Mr. Maynarp voted for Mr. 


|, Bococy, made Mr. Bocock an American. 


Mr. HASKIN. I only wanted to show that 
in this election of a presiding officer for this House, 


|, according to the gentleman’s own reasoning, it is 


|| vote tor. 


sion—was, or was not the law of the land, and the | 


did my colleague. As to his charge of falsehood, | 
I leave that with the people of Indiana, by whom . 


Prayer | 


The CLERK. The question recurs first upon | 


MoyEoomEny i and on that question the gentle- | 
1 Carolina [Mr. Mixes] is entitled || 
| 





purely a matter of taste.whom a member shall 
I had supposed that national conyen- 
tions were the proper bodies to determine the 
Democracy or Republicanism of individuals. 

Mr. MILES. Eet me ask the gentleman this 
question; on the same line of argument, does the 
gentleman’s vote for the Republican nominee 
make him a Republican or not? 

Mr. HASKIN. It does not, for I have dis- 
tinetly announced this heretofore on this floor. 

Mr. MILES. Then the gentleman has already 
answered the question which he originally asked 
me. 

Mr. HASKIN. I asked you to answer the 
question, but you have not done me that favor. 

Mr. MILES. I thought I had answered it very 
distinctly. 

Mr. HASKIN, Noysir, you have not. 

Mr. MILES. Repeat your question, and I will 
answer it more jeunes if I ean. 

Mr. HASKIN. My question is, whether the 
fact that the Democrats, so-called, have voted for 


| Mr. Maynarp, who was an elector at large in 


efore a party should be Governor of Kan- || 


the State of Tennessee for Fillmore and Donel- 
son, who were members of the American party, 
although it is said that he himself never belonged 
to the order, and who made a strong speech last 
session in favor of American principles—whether 
the fact that Democrats voted for Mr. Mayyarp, 
a member of the American party, made them ipso 
facto Americans? 

Mr. MILES. To which I reply most dis- 
tinctly that, in my judgment, it did not. 

Mr. HASKIN. Then I am satisfied. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to remind the gen- 
| tleman from New York that Mr. Fillmore was 


|| the nominee of the Whig party as well as of the 
Mr. HASKIN. Will the gentleman from South | 


American party. 

Mr. HASKIN. I would ask if Mr. Donelson 
was not a member of the American order? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I understand that Mr. Fill- 
more and Mr. Donelson were both members of 
| the American order. 

Mr. MILES. Oh, that is an old issue. Mr. 
Filkmore is dead and buried. It is no use attempt- 
ing to resurrect such issues. I am trying, as far 
/as possible, to talk practically. The fact that 

many of us voted for Mr. Maynarp, who un- 

doubtedly had affiliations with the Americans— 
none of us qu@tion that—only shows what] said 
_ myself in the commencement of my remarks this 
| morning, that we are willing to yicld something 
in order to accomplish what we believe a great 
and patriotic object Sand to vote for an American. 
I am willing to say that [ will vote for an out-and- 
/ out American. 

Mr. HASKIN. I will say that I am equally 
liberal. I have voted for Mr. Gitmer, a south- 
ern gentleman and slaveowner, the nominee of 
the iodtionn party for Speaker, and I will vote 
for him again if we can elect him, I have seen, 
however, that gentlemen upon the opposite side 
of the House, who are in favor of the Lecomp- 
ton policy of the Administration, would not vote 
for Mr. Cricit because he opposed that policy. 
He was the representative of the American party 
in this House for Speaker, and I voted for him 
because he is opposed to the Administration, and 
from a desire to o ize the House. : 

Mr. MILES. ith reference to that, I did 

not yoie for Mr. Girmer, and I would not vote 
| for him under any circumstances; but Mr. Git- 
| MER is not now, I understand, a candidate before 
| the House, and I do not care to pursue that mat- 


of the American order; and, in the next place, I ||-ter very far. I will say, however, that in the exer- 


eo 


Oe aie ee 


a a ae ae 


ae a a 





